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Welcome to the February issue of our monthly newsletter and I hope you find
something to interest you. Last month we mentioned L. Burn the river pilot who
walked across the Tyne, and member Ann Franklin tells us he is one of her
ancestors, a nice connection to have. Contributions for future issues are most
welcome, there is no pressure to contribute, but if you do have an item for a future
issue; a story, a query or maybe a nice photo you’d like to share, please email me at
the above address.
Susan
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Modern town housing aims to recreate the former glory of old Dockwray Square, North
Shields with a statue of its most famous resident – Stan Laurel (1890-1965) who once lived at
No 8. The statue by South Shields artist Bob Olley (of Westoe Netty fame) was
commissioned by Persimmon homes in 1989 and finally unveiled in 1992 having been
brought over the river from South Shields on a tug boat. Bob Olley also did another Stan
Laurel statue for Bishop Auckland.
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OLD OCCUPATIONS
Our ancestors often had occupations that
are strange to us now – do you know what
these jobs are? Answers at the end of the
newsletter.
PEE DEE
QUERRY
RIGGER
SLOPSELLER
TIDEWAITER

November 1783 in North Shields opened a
new Theatre with an occasional prelude
written by Mr.Cawdell, the comedy ’Bold
Stroke for a Husband’ never before having
been acted in the country.
November 1791 A Theatre was this year
erected adjoining South Shields on the
bank top in the township of Westoe.
Sykes Local Records

NORMAN WALKER (BEM) 1916-1994
My mother and my aunt were always very proud of their first cousin Norman Walker.
Norman was born at Church Street, North Shields in 1916, he was the third of four children
with two brothers and one sister. His father Alexander Walker worked as a waterman for the
Tyne Improvement Commission. His mother Elizabeth (Lizzie)
Gray lost her own mother when she was only ten years old and had
kept house for her father and younger siblings before marrying
Alex in 1909. But tragedy struck in 1926 when she died from
cancer aged only 41 years and repeating history the task fell to
Norman’s older sister Esther to keep house for the family.
Norman was a bright lad, he had been a pupil at the Jubilee School
on Albion Road, North Shields where he won the Haswell
Memorial Medal in 1930, this medal was awarded annually to the
top boy at the school, sadly his poor mother didn’t live to see this.
After leaving school he served his apprenticeship as a ship’s
carpenter with the Tyne Improvement Commission at Howdon
Yard. In the 1939 register he is listed as a shipwright living with
his widowed father at 6 Drummond Terrace, North Shields. It was as a ship’s carpenter that
he went out to Malta to work in an Admiralty dockyard, but during the 1939-1945 war he
became interested in diving and eventually took it up as a career working for the Admiralty as
a salvage diver. His jobs included clearing mines from British waters and the clearance of the
Suez Canal on which he worked for three months.
He was called to inspect the hull of a Norwegian mail boat ‘Venus’ after she had grounded on
a sandbank at Plymouth in 1955. On one occasion when he was working on the cargo ship
‘Dundrum Bay’ which heeled over and sank in Tyne Dock in 1950, he narrowly escaped
death. A coffer dam had been placed over one of the hatches and pumps started to clear the
hold of water, he was working in the hold when the coffer dam collapsed under pressure
trapping his lines, by a miracle he escaped.
The salvage operation which led to him being awarded the British Empire Medal occurred off
the west coast of Scotland, he was one of two Admiralty divers who rendered safe hundreds
of detonators, which were liable to explode, from a wrecked mine layer.

The wreck was almost buried in silt and seaweed, as a result Norman and the other diver
working with him had to be dragged for distances up to 60’ along the remains of the mine
wreck in conditions of limited visibility. Highly sensitive detonators were found among the
wreckage and in all more than 700 detonators and thousands of rounds of ammunition
varying from 4inch shells to small arms rounds were recovered.
Norman was awarded the British Empire Medal (Civil Division) in the Birthday Honours
list 1957. The citation says that the award was made following his work
on the recovery of mines, he worked with the greatest skill and
determination on a wreck lying on her beam ends in 70 feet of water.
He was unaware of the condition of the mines when he began the
difficult and hazardous task of locating and lifting them. He received
the medal at Admiralty House, Whitehall presented by the First Lord of
the Admiralty the Earl of Selkirk. At the time of his award he was
serving with the salvage vessel ‘Barglow’ which was engaged on a
survey of the west coast of England. Norman died in 1994 aged 78
years leaving a widow and a daughter.
Ref: Anceestry.co.uk

Evening News 13 June 1957

Evening News 13 September 1957

Susan Lynn
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A FINE ROMANCE

As it’s February and the month of St. Valentine I
thought it would be fun to look at some local
romances from the past. All genuine cases reported in
the local press.
One of the earliest residents at Dockwray Square,
North Shields was Captain William Coats, master
mariner, shipowner and property owner. The
marriages of his daughters appeared in the Newcastle
Courant and we have “The marriages at North Shields of Capt. Christopher Harrison of
Whitby to Miss Elizabeth Coats and also Mr. Thomas Ward of Preston to Miss Isabella Coats,
daughters of Capt. Coats, two very agreeable young ladies with handsome fortunes”
“On Thursday 17 October 1771 was married at St. Paul’s Church, Shadwell, London the
most agreeable Miss Patty Coats of Dockwray Square to Captain George Atty of Whitby,
with a fortune of £5000.00”
And another marriage in the Newcastle Courant 3 October 1772; “Married at North Shields,
Captain George Hopper of Whitby to Miss Polly Clarke of Dockwray Square; a young lady of
great merit with a large fortune” and it was on 17 November 1772 that in Newcastle Bessie
Surtees another young lady with a large fortune eloped with John Scott who later became
Lord Eldon.

This marriage posted in the Newcastle Courant 12 October 1799 might have raised an
eyebrow. “Married on Monday last after 3 days courtship, Captain Henry Anderson of Toll
Square, North Shields to Mrs. Codling of North Shields, being his 5 th wife “.
I do hope Mrs. Codling chose wisely.
Shields Daily News 19 March 1954
WEDDING & ENGAGEMENT RINGS
Individually styled at the new low price
Wedding Rings In 9ct. 18ct. 22ct. Gold
Prices from £1-17s-6d Engagement Rings a wonderful selection to
choose from at £6-6s.0 upwards
NORTHERN JEWELLERS, 7 Nile Street, North Shields
Not every engagement is romantic such as this event reported in
the Shields Daily Gazette on 8 December 1933.
COURT INTERLUDE
North Shields Police Court was the unromantic background for
a proposal of marriage today. It occurred in a case in which a
young woman applied for an affiliation order against a man
who said he was unmarried. “We might make it up “said the
latter. “Do you mean you are willing to get married?” asked the
Clerk. “Yes”, he replied, “It’s up to her”. The Chief Constable, to
the young woman: “Are you willing to marry him?” “I might for
the sake of the child” she replied. This was as far as the matter
went so the Bench made an order against the man for 6s. a week.
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3. LOCAL ODDITIES - THE FIRE WATCHERS POST
Anyone travelling on the ferry between North & South Shields
would pass this object and perhaps never notice it. It’s a round
metal structure near the car park opposite Collingwood
Mansions, North Shields. What is this large tin can? Well, it’s a
WWII fire watchers post. It is a very rare example of a small
cylindrical lookout tower, fully intact and comprises a
reinforced chamber with heavy steel doors, and an access
ladder inside with a metal post above. The warden would stand
inside it and look out during air raids to spot fires, especially
from incendiary bombs, for use by civil defence/ARP [Air Raid
Precaution] wardens during an air raid. Although now very
exposed it would have been camouflaged to blend in with the
surroundings. Is one of only two known to exist in-situ in
England, the other being in Newcastle opposite the Haymarket
Bus station in the yard of the Bruce Building.

JOURNEY HOME …..
Walking down Front Street in Tynemouth one
can easily over look Our Lady & St Oswin’s
Catholic Church to the right hand side when
heading towards the castle. The small church
is set back with a neat garden in the front,
fairly unobtrusive, but once inside a wonderful
little gem is found. But the history of this faith
in the area is an interesting one.
In 1090 Benedictine monks set about building
a monastery on the out crop of rock in
Tynemouth until the reformation in 1539. The
first signs of catholic worship again in the area
after this date was in July 1784 when a young priest by the name of John Johnston came over
from Pontop Hall in Durham once a month to give the sacraments to a small congregation in
North Shields in a room in Milburn Place. The French Revolution of 1789 resulted in a
number of student priests from the English College in Douai seeking refuge, some of whom
settled in Pontop Hall.
It is believed 8000 French Priests, nuns and lay people came to England in the next few
years with records showing 295 of these people landing in North Shields on October 5th 1793.
By 1807 the regiment based in Tynemouth Castle had a significant number of men belonging
to the catholic faith, and an energetic priest called Fr. James Worswick travelled from his
church in Newcastle on horseback on the third Tuesday of every month to say mass. It was
this priest who instigated the founding of St Cuthbert’s church in North Shields, built in
1821, situated in Bedford Street, and designed by the architect George Dunn. Much of the
early history of St Cuthbert’s Parish was recorded by one of their parishioners Miss Isabella
Errington. She describes the efforts Catholics made to attend mass before the opening of St
Cuthbert’s church. It was too expensive to travel by coach to Fr. Worswick’s church, St
Andrew’s; “Therefore the resolve …to walk to Newcastle and back every Sunday and Holy
day. After morning service they went to Gateshead to the house of an old woman who kept a
shop. There was an agreement with her to always have her room at liberty and to prepare tea
for them. After which they returned to Pilgrim Street for vespers at three o clock. Then after
the service they commenced their journey home full of joy and gladness”
The first parish priest at St Cuthbert’s was Fr. Thomas Gillow who previously had been the
chaplain of the Clavering family at Callaly Castle, he continued to serve there for 36 years.
At this time there was no other catholic church from Morpeth to Sunderland, other than the
Church in Newcastle attended by Fr. Worswick. Catholics south and north of the Tyne had
therefore to travel many miles to attend mass. Those crossing the Tyne found the cost
expensive, undaunted they formed a committee and hired their own boat at a cheaper rate.
This resulted in a significant saving for those families who crossed the river twice a day to
attend mass and evening services, until they had churches of their own.
In 1857 Fr. John Bewick became the parish priest and due to the increasing number of
Catholics in the area (in most part Irish immigrants) he began to look for other venues for

mass to be said. His plans for Tynemouth began when his friend Fr. John Rogerson
purchased number 48 Front Street. In 1882 the parish priest was eventually made the Bishop,
and he elected to remain living in number 48 Front Street which was there after known as
‘Martyr’s Peace’. He built on to the house almost doubling it in size, providing a kitchen in
the basement a dining room above with additional bedrooms and a private chapel. The space
was needed due to his secretaries, domestic servants and clergy and visitors coming to see
him. Over a period of time numbers 47, 49 and
50 Front Street were bought to give the land
necessary for the building the church and
grounds. A temporary chapel was opened in
1871 followed in 1890 when the current
Church was finally built set back from the main
street. This cost £ 2500, designed by E.J.
Hansom whose child was the first to be
baptised in the church. During the Second
World War Tynemouth suffered a number of
bombings, one incident resulted in considerable
damage to the church.

The event was described in the parish Notice book: On the 16th April 1941 Church and
Presbytery damaged. At 4.10am a huge bomb dropped by German aeroplane exploded in the
moat near the power house of the castle. All the windows blown out the main door, sacristy
door and boiler house door blown off. One of the large … roof beams was snapped “
The houses numbered 49 and 50 had to be demolished, the parish priest remained living in
number 48, number 47 was repaired. The last of five Bishops to live in Tynemouth was
Bishop Joseph Mc Cormack who after the explosion sought to move into Sandyford House
Jesmond then East Denton Hall in the west end of Newcastle.
The original St Cuthbert’s Church in North Shields was replaced after 150 years’ service by a
more modern building in 1975 along Albion Road in North Shields, but Our Lady and St
Oswin in Tynemouth is still standing.
Resources:
Down Your Ailes. The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 1850-2000
Michael Morris & Leo Gooch
History of Our Parish Our Lady & St Oswin Edition 2006
Fr Aidan Pickering

Keiran-Ann Keilty
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GEORGE EDWARD HORTON 1859-1950
George Horton, a member of the Bewick Club and the
Cullercoats Colony, was born at Linskill Street, North
Shields, and became a noted professional artist.
His grandfather was George Gibson Horton (1812-1890) a
sailmaker and Lay Preacher at the Wesleyan Chapel, Howard
Street, North Shields who won the Connectional Prize of 100
guineas for pamphlet published "The Alleged Partiality of
God in the Redemption of Man contrasted with the
punishment of Angels", wrote essays about the working man
and the Sabbath and was a Councillor for Tynemouth
Borough in 1877. He married twice and among his many
children three became non-conformist ministers, one was a
sailmaker and another a butcher.
The butcher, Thomas Horton (1833-1905), was the father of George and on leaving school
George became a delivery boy for his father. He wasn’t interested in becoming a butcher,
drawing was his first love and he was always painting and sketching, his mother finally asked
him to leave home when she found a skull under his bed. He then decided to become a
professional artist and moved in with an aunt in Sidney Street, North Shields. He developed a
very individual and impressionistic watercolour style painting mostly shipping and Dutch
coastal scenes. He exhibited a view of the Fish Quay, North Shields at the Royal Academy in
1896 although the main exhibitions of his work were held in The Hague and in Rotterdam.
He married Dorothy Ann Kent in 1894 at St.
Aidan’s Church, South Shields and they lived in
South Shields until Dorothy’s death in 1918, their
son Aaron Watson Horton (1895-1947) served in
WWI and later worked for the BBC. George
exhibited widely in the north and from the late
1890’s made regular trips to Holland, moving to
London after the death of his wife and in 1924 he
re-married to Marie Ekaterina Nellie Louise Ash.
His work is very distinctive and his evocative
paintings of the low countries and the north east
coast have always been considered undervalued
commercially and deserving of wider acclaim. He
died in London in 1950 leaving an estate of £2359s-10d.
My own distant connection to George is through
his aunt, Isabella Horton, who married my 3rd.
great uncle, William Robson Harcus, but that’s
another story.
Comical Corner, South Shields

Susan Lynn

2. LOST BUILDINGS - THE MANOR HOUSE, TYNEMOUTH
Tynemouth Manor House was a large
detached building situated in its own
grounds and within an area of land now
occupied by the houses to the south west
side of what is now called Manor Road
(formerly known as Manor Terrace), and
those to the north side of Huntington Place.
The grounds of the Manor House covered a
triangular shape between Manor Terrace and
the present railway line adjacent to
Tynemouth station, with the main entrance
gates facing south east towards Front Street
on the opposite side of the road from Lorne House.
Very little information is available relating to the Manor House, its early origins or occupants
and it is unclear why or when it was actually built. The earliest record appears to be in Pigot’s
Directory of 1834, when the occupant is listed as a George Weatherby. The house and
grounds are also clearly marked out and shown on an 1857 Ordnance Survey map. Between
1887 and 1902 the occupant is recorded as a Mr. Robert Muckle, a Land Agent to the Duke
of Northumberland. By 1911 the directory listing had changed to show an R. F. Kidd
(Solicitor), with the final occupant between 1920 and 1930 being S. A. Morrison (Ship
Owner).
The house eventually fell into a state of disrepair and by January 1932 proposals to demolish
the building and develop the land had been submitted. A small parcel of land belonging to the
North Eastern Railway Company was also incorporated. Plans for housing were presented by
J. R. Wallace on behalf of three local building contractors: W. Boner, A. Park and Hastie D.
Burton, and when these houses were completed, they became Nos. 1 to 27 Manor Road and
Nos. 16 to 24 Huntington Place. A short section of the original stone wall of the manor house
still remains and adjoins No. 24 Huntington Place, connecting to the north section frontage
wall of Tynemouth railway station.
This photograph appeared in the Shields Daily News 24th March 1931 and the accompanying text
reads:

This
was

photograph
taken a few

days ago of the old Manor House and wooded grounds, which have been so familiar a landmark in
Tynemouth. The estate has been purchased from his Grace the Duke of Northumberland by Messrs
Gilbert Park and Son, Ltd., Builders and Contractors, of Tynemouth Road, North Shields, who intend
to develop it as a building estate and will shortly demolish the old Manor House.
We understand that the new houses will be of the semi-detached type facing the Manor Road and
Station Approach, with an open space in the centre. The builders in carrying out the scheme are
endeavouring to retain the trees so as to preserve the distinctive beauty of this part of the old village
of Tynemouth. The scheme provides for a considerable widening of Manor Road, which will have a
width of 60 feet and a grass border similar to that of the Broadway. This will considerably improve
the main approach to Front Street.Whilst Huntington Place is mentioned here, it is interesting to
note that the street name is spelled two ways. The original stone plaques incorporated into the
terraced houses at each end of the street show ‘Huntington’ whilst newer nearby plaques show
‘Huntingdon’.

Modern picture of Manor Road with the road to Tynemouth station left
Manor House was where the 1930’s semis are left of picture
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OLD OCCUPATIONS – THE ANSWERS
PEE DEE
QUERRY
RIGGER

‘Poor Devil’, a boy employed by the skipper of a Tyne keel, a river boat
carrying coal down river to ships loading off shore
Groom
Hoist tackle worker especially running and dismantling ships rigging

SLOPSELLER

This isn’t as bad as it sounds: A seller of cheap ready made clothing. Slops, a
term referring to naval clothing stores, is derived from the Old English sloppe –
a loose fitting and shapeless garment. Very basic slops were provided in the
Royal Navy since 1632. These were offered by civilian tradesmen, slop-sellers
as they were called, and were more readily patronised than the naval stores.

TIDEWAITER

A customs officer who boards incoming ships at harbour to prevent
customs evasion and secure payment of duties. There were civil service
examinations for this job, although in the nineteenth century few sat an
exam as the job was often thought of as a reward for old sailors.
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