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EDITORIAL
The long winter evenings provide an ideal opportunity for writing up the results of your research,

and I look forward to receiving a good supply of articles for the Journal. I would particularly like to see
more articles giving information about the lesser known sources for family history - where they can be
found, and how they may be used. Most of us eventually reach a point in our research where the better-
known sources such as parish registers are of no further use, and suggestions as to how to proceed are
always welcome. If you do write, please remember to enclose a stamped addressed envelope if you
expect a reply.

As was indicated in the Autumn Journal, the venue for the Society's meetings has again been
changed, and from 1 December 1988 until further notice meetings will be held at the British Legion
Club, Lonsdale Terrace, West Jesmond (close to West Jesmond Metro station). Please note also that
future meetings will normally take place in the first Thursday in the month.

Up to the time of writing no-one has come forward to take on the job of Programme Organiser, and
we must thank our Secretary Ken Brown for making the arrangements for recent meetings. Ken has
many other commitments, and should be relieved of this additional responsibility as soon as possible.
Anyone willing to help please contact Ken - his address is given on the inside front cover.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Dublin Ancestors

A book entitled "A Guide to Tracing your Dublin Ancestors" by James G. Ryan has been
published by the Flyleaf Press, 4 Spencer Villas, Glenageary, County Dublin. It sets out in simple terms
how ancestors can be traced from the records available on Dublin's past. It describes each of the types of
record available, what information they can provide, where each can be found, and who can help in the
searching process.

It is available from the publishers, price IM5.95 plus postage and packing.

Shropshire Monumental Inscriptions

Mr Michael J. Hulme, of 19 Brook Road, Bomere Heath, SHREWSBURY, SY4 3PU, a member of
the Shropshire Family History Society, has compiled an index on computer of all the surnames which
appear in the transcripts of Shropshire MIs held by the Society. The index includes nearly 17,000 entries
with over 4,600 unique surname spellings.

For a fee of £1.00 to members of the Shropshire F.H.S. (£2.00 to non-members) Mr Hulme will
provide a computer printout of all entries for up to five surnames with the following information:-

Surname, Name of each churchyard it appears in, Grave number for each.

Forster Family Bible

Mr J. Forster, of 33 Brieryfield Road, Maudland, PRESTON, Lancashire PR 1 8SR, is looking for
an owner for a small Forster family bible which he rescued recently. It contains the following
information:-

Joseph Forster and Jane Strong were married at St Oswald's Church,
New Elvet Street, Durham, on 14 January 1830.
Adelaide Forster born 9 March 1831.
Samuel Strong Forster born 9 November 1 832.
Elizabeth Forster born 30 November 1834.
Thomas Creighton born 7 April 1838.
Isabella Forster born 24 February 1841 and died 31 January 1 842.

Ann Forster born 5 December 1842.
Geo. Graham Forster born 10 July 1 845.

The last entry is in a different handwriting, and the fact that Joseph, a Maltster, Common Brewer,
Wine and Spirit Merchant, made his will on 7 April 1844 indicates that George may have been born
after his father's demise.

If any descendants of the above get in touch with Mr Forster he will be pleased to return the bible to

them.



SOUTH TYNESIDE GROUP
There was no meeting in July, but an informal get-together was held in August. The Autumn

session commenced in September with an interesting talk by Mr Edwards on "The Pipe-Makers of
Gateshead."

SUNDERLAND AND DISTRICT GROUP
The July meeting took the form of a long over-due visit to Bishopwearmouth Church, the second

oldest church in Sunderland, where members were particularly interested in the many fine Monumental
Inscriptions.

Because of the Summer holidays there was no meeting in August.

SOUTH-EAST NORTHUMBERLAND GROUP
At the Annual General Meeting of the Group held in June the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer

were all re-elected. The new venue at Blyth Cricket Club has proved popular, and by making a small
charge for tea and coffee a fund is being built up towards the purchase of books etc. for the use of
members.

No formal meetings were held in July and August, but work on the 1851 Census of
Northumberland is continuing, and a section covering the Woodhorn and Ashington area, and another
covering Morpeth parish are ready for publishing.

Recording of MIs at Horton is almost complete, and is now in hand at Blyth Links Cemetery.

LONDON GROUP
Mr Robin Gard, formerly County Archivist at Northumberland County Record Office, kindly

travelled to London on 9 July to speak to the Group on "NonTarocliial -Sources inNorthumberland
and Durham for Research into Family History."

Dates for next years meetings have been fixed as follows:-

Saturday, 11 March 1989 at 10.30 a.m.
Saturday, 15 July 1989 at 2.00 p.m.
Saturday, 11 November 1989 at 10.30 a.m.

WEST DURHAM DATABASE
This Database, held on computer files, consists of nearly 50,000 records - mainly from parish

registers (baptisms, marriages and burials) and the 1851 Census returns.

It was set up by Mr R. Nubley to record information for a social study of an area roughly bounded
by Tyne and Wear to the north; the parishes of Tanfield and Witton Gilbert to the east; the parishes of
Wolsingham and Stanhope to the south; and by Northumberland to the west. Mr Nubley is now in a
position to offer a limited service to members who may have an interest in this area. Enquiries must be
restricted to a simple search on one individual on one of the following four occasions:-

Where and when was AN OTHER (1) baptised? (2) married? (3) buried? or (4) where was AN
OTHER living in 1851?

The coverage of the database is as follows (unless otherwise stated all registers include baptisms,
marriages and burials up to 31 December 185 1).

A. Parish Registers:

	

Lanchester, Esh, Medomsley, Satley, Ebchester, Dipton (Colliery),
Benfieldside, Edmundbyers, Muggleswick and Hunstanworth.

B. Other Registers:

	

Rowley Baptists (births only to 1836); Primitive Methodists - Shotley
Bridge Circuit (baptisms only to 1846); Wesleyan Methodists - Shotley
Bridge Circuit (baptisms only); Pontop - Catholics (to 1800); Esh Laude
- Catholics (baptisms only to 1839).



C. Census Returns 1851: Covering the whole area of the above registers.

The enquiry should be accompanied by as much background information as possible, and sent
with a stamped addressed reply envelope (or 2 I.R.C.s) to Mr R. Nubley, 66 Alderside Crescent,
LANCHESTER, Durham DH7 OPZ.

FUTURE PROGRAMME
Thursday, 1 December 1988

	

Newcastle, 7.15 p.m.
Northumberland and Durham Family History Society Meeting. Dr A. Heeson will talk on "The
Londonderry Family."

Wednesday, 7 December 1988

	

South Shields, 8.00 p.m.
South Tyneside Group Christmas Social.

Thursday, 8 December 1988

	

Sunderland, 7.15 p.m.
Sunderland and District Group Christmas Social and Member's Night.

Monday, 12 December 1988

	

Durham, 7.30.p.m.
Durham Group Christmas Party.

Tuesday, 20 December 1988

	

Blyth, 7.30 p.m.
South-East Northumberland Group Meeting.

Wednesday, 4 January 1989

	

South Shields, 8.00 p.m.
South Tyneside Group Meeting.

Thursday, 5 January 1989

	

Newcastle, 7.15 p.m.
Northumberland and Durham Family History Society Meeting. Mr D.M.V. Branfoot will give a talk on
"North-East Methodists and their Records."

Thursday, 12 January 1989

	

Sunderland, 7.15 p.m.
Sunderland and District Group Meeting. Talk by Mr C. Wesencraft on "The Battle of Otterburn."

Monday, 16 January 1989

	

Durham, 7.30 p.m.
Durham Group Meeting.

Tuesday, 17 January 1989

	

Blyth, 7.30 p.m.
South-East Northumberland Group Meeting.

Wednesday, 1 February 1989

	

South Shields, 8.00 p.m.
South Tyneside Group Meeting.

Thursday, 2 February 1989

	

Newcastle, 7.15 p.m.
Northumberland and Durham Family History Society Meeting. Mr Bill Rounce will give a talk
illustrated with slides on "Northumberland and Durham Pioneers in the Australian Goldfields."

Thursday, 9 February 1989

	

Sunderland, 7.15 p.m.
Sunderland and District Group Meeting.Talk by Mr Gregson on "North-East Shipping."

Monday, 20 February 1989

	

Durham, 7.30 p.m.
Durham Group Meeting.

Tuesday, 21 February 1989

	

Blyth, 7.30 p.m.
South-East Northumberland Group Meeting.

Members of the Society are welcome to attend any of the above meetings; the venues are as below:

Newcastle:

	

British Legion Club, Lonsdale Terrace, West Jesmond.
Durham:

	

Salutation Inn, Framwellgate Moor.
South Shields:

	

Black Prince Hotel, The Nook, Prince Edward Road.
Blyth:

	

Blyth Cricket Club, Plessey Road, Blyth.
Sunderland:

	

RAFA Headquarters, Murton Street.

Please note the change of venue for the main meetings of the Society - see Editorial.

http://7.30.p.m.Durham
http://7.30.p.m.Durham
http://7.30.p.m.Durham


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
Shornecliffe Barracks Convict Station

Mrs M. Criddle, (Editor, Folkestone and District Family History Society), 22 Church Road, Cheriton,
FOLKESTONE, Kent CT20 3LQ, writes:

"Our Society has recently discovered a Convict Station in the 1851 Census at Shornecliffe Camp.
As well as the Govenor and his family, the staff and a contingent of Private Soldiers (who were mainly
Irish), there were 148 prisoners. These were all male and from a variety of places and following various
occupations.

I append the extracted details which may be of interest to your members, and would be grateful if
anyone can shed light on to why they were in prison in our area, what they were convicted of, or other
details about those mentioned.

1851 Census - Cheriton, Folkestone
Shornecliffe Barracks, Convict Station

Robert YellowlylClerklUn/33/Office Clerk and Cabinet Maker/Berwick-on-Tweed John Walker/
Prisoner/S/25/Ship Carpenter (Journeyman)/Newcastle-upon-Tyne."

Multiple Baptisms

Mrs M. Gooder, of 165 Park Lane, Knypersley, STOKE-ON-TRENT, Staffordshire ST8 7PN, writes:

"On reading Mrs McFadden's article in the Spring 1988 Journal I wondered how many of us had
come across this habit of baptising several children at one time. I had a similar experience when I was
looking for my great-grandfather's birth/baptism around 1832. I tried the usual sources, but seemed
unable to find any of the family until, when looking for something else, I found the family in the 1851
census. My great-grandfather John was not there, but a brother and sister were - born in Aberdeen.

From information supplied by Aberdeen Library I was able to find that my great-grandfather John
Alexander Shaftoe was born 5 February 1832 and baptised 23 February 1832. A younger brother,
William Brown Shaftoe, was born 5 February 1835 and baptised 25 March 1835. On 10 October 1836
their father must have decided it was time to baptise the girls: Susannah Elizabeth, born 23 June 1828;
Ellen Shaw, born 20 April 1826; and Mary Frances, born 7 February 1830. Now why wait all that time
to baptise the girls, all born before the two boys? Particularly when Ellen was a witness at the elder boy's
baptism.

I have come up with no solution to this problem. Whatever the reason, it is a nuisance for the family
historian."

The Value of Wills

Mr J. Forster, of 33 Brieryfield Road, Maudland, PRESTON, Lancashire PR1 8SR writes:

"As a follow-up to the article by Mr F.J. Vaughan in the Spring 1988 issue of the Journal I enclose
an excerpt from my cousin Winifred Suddes' Will:-

I GIVE to my Trustees the sum of EIGHT HUNDRED POUNDS (£800) to be used for masses as follows
and the mass offering in each and every case to be determined by The President of Ushaw College, Durham.

(a)

	

One hundred pounds for myself R.I.P.
(b)

	

One hundred pounds for my sister the said Mabel Florence Suddes at her death.
(c)

	

One hundred pounds for my brother William James Suddes R.I.P.
(d)

	

One hundred pounds for my sister Clare Suddes R.I.P.
(e)

	

One hundred pounds for my brother Cyril Suddes R.I.P.
(f)

	

One hundred pounds for my sister Adelaide Whitfield R.I.P. and her daughter Edna Whitfield
R.I.P.

(g)

	

One hundred pounds for my mother Jane Suddes R.I.P.

(h)

	

One hundred pounds for my father William Suddes R.I.P.

This proves how worthwhile it is to obtain a copy of a Will, which can be done for about 50p, for
she names her whole family in it."



LIBRARY NOTES
Copies of the following Wills from the Department of Palaeography and Diplomatic, Durham

University, have been donated to the library by Mrs J.R. Elliott:-

Gerrard Dodd of Bellingham, 1624
John Robson, 1650
William Stokoe of Bellingham, 1627
Peter Latimore of Bellingham, 1630
Anne Hooper of Billingham, County Durham
George Bradley of North Shields, 1701
William Bradley of Redmarshall, County Durham, 1732
James Bradley of Newcastle, 1760, and his widow Elizabeth Bradley, 1760
John Lee of Softley, Knarsdale, 1713
Thomas Hetherington of Alston 1812

Also a Marriage Bond for William Bradley of Sedgefield, 1752

Please quote Ref. No. 6.066 when requesting any of the above items.

The library now has transcriptions of M.Ls from more than a hundred locations in
Northumberland and Durham. When requesting these, members are asked to quote Ref. No. 3.030, and
also to specify the particular churchyard or graveyard required. Some of the transcripts are showing
signs of wear and tear, and our Librarian Doreen Tait would be pleased to hear from any typist (with
typewriter) who would be prepared to help out.

There was a good response to the request for Family Trees in the Spring 1988 issue of the Journal,
and it has proved quite a job to catalogue and index them. The following list is restricted to those
relating to Northumberland and Durham. Those marked with an asterisk are not available by post.

The conditions for borrowing from the library are printed at the beginning of the Library
Catalogue, namely postage cost + 10p packing in stamps to be included when items are returned. Please
return all items as quickly as possible.

INDEX OF FAMILY TREES

Ref. No. Ref. No. Ref. No.
ALDERS 2135 ERRINGTON 2152 PURVIS 2137
ARMSTRONG 2139 FARBRIDGE 2114 PORTEOUS 2151
BATEY 2106 FORSTER 2133 REED 2106
BAINBRIDGE 2107 FIDDES 2154 RICHMOND 2117
BOWMER 2111 GOWDY 2133 RICHLEY 2121
BEARUP 2116 GARTHWAITE 2151 RIDLEY 2128
BLENKIN 2122 GRECIAN 2154 ROBSON 2131
BRANFOOT 2124 HARDY 2102 RIDDELL 2138
BOWMAKER 2143 HOPPER 2113 RIDDELL 2167
BEWICK 2146 HEPPELL 2123 ROUTLEDGE 2165
BRAMFITTS 2148 HESLOP 2141 SMITH 2107
BRAMMER 2150 HALL 2149 STEEL 2108
BIGGINS 2153 HANKIN 2156 STEEL 2134
BEST 2158 HODGSON 2157 SKELTON 2109
BRUNTON 2167 HOPE 2160 SPRY 2111
*BELL 2169 *HINDSON 2169 SPOORS 2131
CONYERS 2102 JOHNSON 2107 SWINNEY 2133
CRACK 2106 JOHNSON 2118 SLOAN 2153
COLMAN 2107 JOHNSTON 2108 SHEPHERD 2155
COLMAN 2164 JONES 2126 TODD 2104
CALDER 2108 JOWSEY 2140 TODD 2112
CURRY 2109 KNOTT 2111 *TODD (Sheet 1) 2169
CURRY 2167 LILLEY 2103 *TODD (Sheet 2) 2169
CHARLTON 2115 LOMBARD 2105 THWAITES 2109
COOK 2127 LITTLEJOHN 2108 TAYLOR 2120
CASELY 2130 LOWES 2133 TAYLOR 2163
CUSHION 2136 MOWBRAY 2110 TAIT 2149
CROOKS 2149 MOWBRAY 2144 URRON 2137
*CLOUGH 2169 MUNROE 2110 WHITE 2105
CARR 2170 MIDDLETON 2147 WHITE 2109
DOWNIE 2141 MARTIN 2149 WALKENSHAW 2130



RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY

1.084

	

AN EYE PLAN OF SUNDERLAND AND BISHOPWEARMOUTH, John Raine (Frank Graham,
1984) 68 pp.

*1.085

	

HISTORY OF BLYTH, John Wallace (John Robinson, 1862) 152 pp.
*1.085

	

HISTORY OF BLYTH (Second Edition), John Wallace (John Robinson, 1869) 256 pp. Photocopy
1.086

	

VILLAGE HISTORY SERIES - CHOPPINGTON, Stephen B. Martin (Evan S.B. Martin, 1987) 29 pp.
1.087

	

VILLAGE HISTORY SERIES - WEST SLEEKBURN, Stephen B. Martin (Evan S.B. Martin, 1987) 30
PP.

*1.088

	

HISTORY OF NORTHUMBERLAND, VOLUME XI, Kenneth H. Vickers
*1.089

	

HISTORY OF NORTHUMBERLAND, VOLUME V, John C. Hodgson
*1.090

	

HISTORY OF NORTHUMBERLAND, VOLUME I, Edward Bateson
1.091

	

OLD ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS OF NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM, Alan Godfrey,
1986

1.092

	

LIST OF NON-CONFORMST RECORDS IN NORTHUMBERLAND RECORD OFFICE, 1987, 10
pp. Photocopy

2.064

	

ROSS FAMILY TREE, 18th-19th Century, Mrs S. Brown, 1987, 1 p. Manuscript
2.065

	

WATSON/CHAPMAN FAMILY TREE, 17th-19th Century, K.L. Watson, 1983, 1 p. Typescript
2.066

	

McSPORRON DIRECTORY AND TREE, John McSporron, 1985, 12 pp. Typescript
2.067

	

CLENNEL OF WEARDALE FAMILY TREE, Janet Mary Tonks, 1985, 3 pp. Manuscript
2.068

	

EMERSON FAMILY NOTES, Janet Mary Tonks, 1985, 1 p. Manuscript
2.069

	

FAWCETT FAMILY TREE, Janet Mary Tonks, 1985, 1 p. Manuscript
2.070

	

THE COATES FAMILY - AUSTRALIA, C.W. Coates (BGL Marketing, 1985) 35 pp.
*2.071

	

WALLACE A. RAINEY AND JESSIE I. RINGER, Ralph E. Rainey (McDowell Publications, 1985)
402 pp.

2.072

	

PENNY/SALVIN FAMILY OF CROXDALE, M. Penny, 1985,15 pp. Photocopy
2.074

	

GREEN FAMILY TREE, 18th-19th Century, Alistair and Richard Green , 1983, 1 p. Manuscript
*3.044

	

MARRIAGE INDEX, ST STEPHENS SOUTH SHIELDS, 1848-1903, Ralph and Doreen Tait, 1987,
118 pp. Manuscript

*3.045

	

MARRIAGE INDEX, ST PAULS JARROW, 1837-1900, Irene Cooper, 1987, 234 pp. Manuscript
3.046

	

MARRIAGE INDEX, ST JUDES SOUTH SHIELDS, 1887-1914, W.E. Rounce, 1987, 50 pp.
Manuscript

3.047

	

MARRIAGE INDEX, ST MICHAELS SOUTH SHIELDS, 1882-1908, W.E. Rounce, 1986, 69 pp.
Manuscript

3.048

	

ST ANDREWS PRIORY CHURCH, HEXHAM, MARRIAGES 1813-1837, INDEXED, V. Robson,
1986, 80 pp. Typescript

3.049

	

THORNTONS OF COUNTY DURHAM, D. Cook, 1986,65 pp. Photocopy
3.050

	

STRAY BURIALS, M. Furness, 1987, 39 pp. Typescript
3.051

	

BEAMISH PARISH CHURCH, ST ANDREWS, STANLEY, BAPTISMS 1876-1897, INDEXED, M.,
G.B. and E. Yard, 1986, 50 pp. Typescript

3.052

	

PRE-1837 PARISH REGISTER ENTRIES THIRKELL/THRELKELD IN COUNTY DURHAM,
Philip R.G. Thirkell, 1986, 14 pp. Typescript

5.047

	

McLAUGHLIN GUIDE TO ILLEGITIMACY RECORDS, Eve McLaughlin (Federation of Family
History Societies, 1985) 20 pp.

5.048

	

McLAUGHLIN GUIDE TO INTERVIEWING ELDERLEY RELATIVES, Eve McLaughlin
(Federation of Family History Societies, 1985) 16 pp.

5.049

	

McLAUGHLIN GUIDE TO THE CENSUSES, 1841-1881, Eve McLaughlin (Federation of Family
History Societies, 1985) 20 pp.

5.050

	

MY ANCESTORS WERE QUAKERS, E.H. Milligan and M.J. Thomas (Society of Genealogists, 1983)
37 pp.

5.051

	

SCOTTISH GENEALOGY - DIGEST OF LIBRARY SOURCES, Margaret Mason (Anglo-Scottish
Family History Society, 1985) 8 pp.

5.052

	

NORTH-EAST ARCHIVES (Tyne and Wear Archives Department, Durham County Record Office,
and Northumbeland County Record Office, 1985) 12 pp.

5.053

	

MY ANCESTOR WAS A MERCHANT SEAMAN, Christopher T. and Michael J. Watts (Society of
Genealogists, 1986) 82 pp.

5.054

	

MARRIAGE, CENSUS AND OTHER INDEXES, Jeremy Gibson (Federation of Family History
Societies, 1986) 40 pp.

5.055

	

McLAUGHLIN GUIDE - ANNALS OF THE POOR, Eve McLaughlin (Federation of Family History
Societies, 1986) 16 pp.

5.056

	

INDEX TO CENSUS REGISTRATION DISTRICTS, M.E. Byrant Rosier and J.K. Marfleet
(Federation of Family History Societies, 1986) 26 pp.

6.033

	

THE LOCATION OF BRITISH ARMY RECORDS, Norman Holding (Federation of Family History
Societies, 1984) 88 pp.

DAWSON 2109 MARTIN 2156 WILSON 2131
DUFFY 2125 MILBURN 2166 WILSON 2153
DOUGLAS 2137 NICHOLS 2129 WILSON 2156
DUNN 2166 NEWTON 2142 WATSON 2133
EWART 2132 NOBLE 2162 WELCH 2133
ELLIS 2136 PURDY 2106 WARD 2149
EMBLETON 2141 PURVIS 2119 YELLOLY 2145



*6.034

	

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH DIRECTORY 1985, Keith Johnson and Malcolm Sainty, 1985, 680
PP.

6.035

	

BIRTH CERTIFICATES: WILLIAM VINCENT, MARGARET SHIELDS AND JAMES ROWELL,
donated by R. V. Allen, 1985, 3 pp.

6.035

	

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES: JOSEPH SHIELDS AND DOROTHY THOMPSON 1874, donated
by R.V. Allen, 1985, 1 p.

6.036

	

LIST OF BOOKS (GENEALOGICA ETC.), Mrs A Fawcett, 1985, 6 pp. Manuscript and photocopy
6.037 SURNAME DIRECTORY, MEMBERSHIP LIST, JOURNALS ETC., MANITOBA

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, Manitoba Genealogical Society, 1985.
6.040

	

PROPOSED 1851 CENSUS INDEX OF LONDON AND OTHER PRISONS, Susan Bourne, 1985, 1 p.
Typescript

6.041

	

NOTES ON RECORDING MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS, J.L. Rayment (Federation of Family
History Societies, 1981) 30 pp.

6.042

	

ACCOMMODATION GUIDE, COUNTY DURHAM, 1987 (Durham County Council, 1987) 84 pp.
6.043

	

SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS LEAFLETS ON RECORDS IN LONDON, donated by Mrs S.
Hughes, 1986

6.044

	

IRREGULAR BORDER MARRIAGES (Leaflet No. 10), G.S. Crichton (Society of Genealogists, 1982)
3 pp.

6.045

	

ARMY MUSTER AND DESCRIPTION BOOKS (Leaflet), Francis Leeson (Society of Genealogists,
1 01) 't nn

6.046

	

FORTY STEPS - ROLLS ROYCE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY, 1985, 20 vp.
6.047

	

USE OF CONSISTORY COURT RECORDS BY THE LOCAL HISTORIAN, Dr Peter Rushton, 1986,
18 pp. Photocopy

6.048

	

BLACK COUNTRY BUGLE (Newspaper) ANCESTRAL REQUESTS, 1986, 36 pp.
6.049

	

BYGONE RYTON PICTORIAL, Les Turnbull (Gateshead M.B.C., 1986) 44 pp.
6.050

	

AIDS FOR THE GENEALOGIST (Federation of Family History Societies, 1986) 14 pp.
6.051

	

OLD INNS AND TAVERNS OF NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM, Frank Graham (Frank
Graham, 1966) 48 pp.

*Items marked with an asterisk are not available for postal borrowing.

A VISIT TO THE MORMON LIBRARY
Valerie Ciukaj

During my recent travels in the United States I managed to stop at Salt Lake City, Utah for a few
days. I was able to visit - briefly - the world famous Mormon Genealogical Library. If any readers are
thinking of visiting that area of America I would strongly recommend a visit to the Library.

The collection is spread over several floors; initially, to the first time visitor, it looks rather
daunting, but the various books, microfilms etc, are excellently arranged - and of course there are
ample staff to help acquaint and advise.

My ancestry is half Polish, so I was searching the self-service microfilm cabinets for those parish
records. There are numerous readers and I never found the building crowded. There were many American
families who were spending a short holiday researching their ancestry. Of great help are the opening hours:
Saturday 7.30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday 7.30 a.m. - 6 p.m., and, from Tuesday - Friday 7.30 a.m. - 10 p.m.!
The Library is closed for all the traditional holidays and the American ones (i.e. Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day and Thanksgiving) but also Pioneer Day which is July 24th.

I was most intrigued by the U.S. Census Records - if only Britain would follow suit. Each State is
pTinted up in a proper book which lists surnames of all those appearing in that census alphabetically.
The name 1s followed by the county and town of abode, which in turn is followed by a reference
number that directs you to the correct microfilm. I only had a short time to search these unfortunately,
but I did manage to discover a few names of interest. They also have here something called the
Soundex Index which arranges various similar sounding surnames from the censuses phonetically.
The U.S. Census (depending on the state) ranges from the late 18th century to 1900 - a simple way to
hunt strays!

Salt Lake City itself is a very pleasant city, ideal for a relaxing holiday or touring. We stayed at
Howard Johnson's which is immediately next door to the Library, but there are several other hotels
nearby including the Temple Square Hotel and two Travelodges - not to mention numerous motels.
Most rooms cost from $32 per night, but are excellent value for their size, facilities and location (1
think I should apply for a position in the Utah tourist bureau don't you think?!)

One last thing, if you do decide to go, make a point of visiting the fascinating Pioneer Museum
opposite the State Capitol Building. We were enthralled by their enormous collection of artifacts for
over four hours - but still missed a portion of the museum due to closing time! There are many articles
from Britain and the study of the owners surnames alone is very interesting.

Editor's Note: Miss Ciukaj's address is 33 Patmore House, Matthias Road LONDON N 16 8LQ.





SEARCH FOR AN IDENTITY
Barbara Botterill

My father, named Bertie Powell, can remember only four names of significance from his childhood
in the United Kingdom. They are Dorney, Beatrice, Durham and Sargent. I used to ask him if he could
remember more than this, but unfortunately he has no recollections of the first eight years of his life,
from 1919 to 1927, and he has no birth certificate to prove who he is. He was a child migrant, sent out
under the Kingsley Fairbridge Child Emigration Scheme, who arrived in Western Australia on 30
January 1928 along with a party of thirteen other ophaned children aged between 7 and 11 years. They
were described as "selected civilians" on the ship's passenger list. My father was about eight years old.

He grew up at the Farm School established by Kingsley Fairbridge, the Rhodes scholar, and lived
with 13 or 14 other boys together with a "cottage mother". At the age of 14 he was cooking for four men,
as well as labouring, on an isolated farm where he had a straw mattress in a shed for accommodation.
When he was 21 he hitchhiked across Australia to Victoria and joined the Australian Army. He served
in the Middle East and also fought in the campaign in New Guinea during the Second World War.

Throughout his young life, and indeed even as a adult, he made numerous enquiries to the
authorities in Australia and in London in an effort to discover details of his parents and/or guardians,
and more importantly to secure details of his birth. It was not until I began my own research four years
ago that we discovered much more, and some questions were finally answered.

We found that my father was the son of a maid who had been in service firstly with a Lady
Selbourne (Palmer) and later Mrs Beatrice Headlam (wife of Sir Cuthbert Morley Headlam, P.C.,
D.S.O., U.B.E.) in London in the early 1920s. His mother disappeared, and Mrs Headlam took my
father in; he had jaundice, and was not expected to live. At the age of three weeks, it is believed, Mrs
Headlam placed my father in a private children's orphanage at Dorney House (within the Dorney
Court Estate belonging to the family of Palmers) called the Dorney Children's Home, Dorney, near
Windsor. This orphanage also housed children of domestic servants at Eton College, and was
financially supported by a Mr and Mrs Walker. The matron, Mrs Mary K. Ferguson, was in liaison with
the Fairbridge Society under Mrs Headlam's instructions, and took my father to London for his
interview there one month before his departure on 23 December 1927. The Home, which was originally
l ocated at Burbage, near Marlborough, Wiltshire (end of the First World War), was closed in 1928.

Mrs Headlam, acting as my father's guardian, signed the Child Emigration documents and paid
the five pounds required to cover the purchase of an overcoat and suit for his trip to Australia. She never
made contact with him again in her lifetime, and even though she and the Fairbridge Society authorities
corresponded and discussed details about my father over the following years, neither one informed him
about the details of his early life.

Half yearly progress reports on my father from 1928 until the mid 1930s were regularly sent from
the farm School in Australia to the Society in London, and passed on to Lady Headlam. She died in
1968, predeceased by her husband in 1964. She left no details of my father's mother or any other
personal information about him. She was a regular financial donor to the Fairbridge Society for many
years after my father's emigration.

I have ascertained that the Headlams moved to Durham in 1924 when Sir Cuthbert won the
Parliamentary seat at Barnard Castle. I expect my father holidayed with them there, hence his
remembering the area. In 1929 Lady Headlam was given the CBE (Civil Division) for political and
public services in Durham, and was honoured for her valuable work for unemployed women and girls in
Durham through her agency, the United Service Employment Scheme.

My father had a friend from his childhood in the United Kingdom named Les Sargent, and they
used to correspond regularly during the war years. Les Sargent was in the 582 (Kent) Army Field
Company, Royal Engineers, and in July 1945 was stationed at Dusseldorf in Germany. However, when
the war was over and my father returned to Australia they lost touch and my father has always
wondered what happened to him. Mr Sargent seemed to consider my father a good friend, and we
believe he is a vital link with my father's early years.

My father is now nearing 70 years of age and still wonders about his family, his mother, his father,
his birth, and asks why he was ever sent away without explanation. We will continue to search whatever
records are available and hope we can give him an indentity in his autumn years, as well as comfort him
with the knowledege of where his ancestors lie.

Editor's Note: Mrs Botterill's address is 45 Henry Bull Drive, Bullcreek 6155, Western Australia.



My Dear Wife,

A NORTHUMBRIAN'S IMPRESSIONS
OF LONDON

The following letter was found among family papers by Mr John Dixon of 75 Teevan Road,
Addiscombe, CROYDON, Surrey CRO 6RQ. It was written in 1794 by his great-grandfather, also named
John Dixon, who was in London on business for the Charltons of Hesleyside, for whom he was agent. John
Dixon was born in 1748, the second son of George Dixon of Sewingshields, from 1780 until his death,in 1826
he lived at Mantle Hill, Bellingham. His wife Jane, to whom the letter is addressed, was the daughter of
William Todd of Dilston, born in 1750. She died in 1799. The "Neddy Potts" mentioned in the letter was
related to Jane by marriage (her cousin Edward Todd married Jane Potts of Warden 18 January 1794). "Mr
Garret" was the founder of Garrett's Coffee House. "Brecon" was possibly Mrs Brecon, the wife of the
Bellingham carrier. The "Bull's Mouth Inn" (or more correctly "The Bull and Mouth Inn" was a large
coaching inn at St Martin's-le-Grand, demolished at the end of the 19th century.

Bulls Mouth Inn, London, July 1st 1794

My last letter was wrote in such hurry to save the Post that I dare say you would hardly be able to
understand it. Having a little time upon hand I have sat down to write this. Thank God I am in good
health. (He had been taken ill in York on a business trip in 1789, and taken to a Dr Fenwick's in
Newcastle, where he remained, seriously ill and unable to travel for four months. He was apparently still
having to watch his health). London seems to agree well with me, but I think it is more on account of the
exercise, as every night I am so tired with walking that I sleep like a top. I am generally upon my legs for
8 hours in a day. In the morning I go to Mr Wilson's (a lawyer of Northumbrian family living in
London, acting on behalf of the Charltons of Hesleyside) and he has his rounds to go every day to all the
Houses of Law and public places and I regularly attend him. Indeed he is one of the pleasantest men I
ever saw. I have been to Doctor's Commons, King's Bench, Chancery, Gray's Inn, Lincoln's Inn,
Lloyds, The Temple, The Royal Exchange, The Bank of England, Coal Exchanges, etc., etc. You can
form no idea of the hurry and business of this place. Every public street (and the streets are without
number) are as crowded as Hexham is upon a Summer Fair day. London resembles an ant-hill most of
anything to which I can compare it.

I am perfectly well acquainted with London now and can pilot myself to any place I wish to be at,
after I lost my companion which came greatest part of the road with me, and the first day I came went
along with me to the places I wished to be at. I bought a map of London, and in the morning, before I set
out, I consult my map, examine it for the place I wish to be at and then follow the most public street until
I come nearly opposite the place, and often go straight to the place without ever having to to make
enquiry although it be three or four miles from the place from whence I set out in the morning. It was
about 9 o'clock yesterday evening before Mr W and I finished our rounds, when we agreed to go in at
half price to Drury Lane Playhouse - one of the elegantest Playhouses in the world. All the Playhouses
and plays I have seen acted before seem only as a burlesque upon playing, nay indeed, I believe I shall
soon be of Neddy Potts' way of thinking in regard to London, that no other place is worth notice.

I have met with nothing but civility since I came. Everyone here seem to vie with each other who to
be the most forward to oblige. If I make enquiry for any place, whoever I have made enquiry of has with
the greatest cheerfulness given me the best directions. I have seen no rioting nor confusion since I came,
except that day I dined at Mr Garret's. Not far from his house there was a Boxing Match, but even that
was conducted with the greatest order. A ring was made and two tryers appointed, and not the least foul
play offered. We saw as much of the battle as we chose, distinctly from Mr Garret's Dining Room.

I cannot fix any time for my return as the business on which I came to London was entirely at a
stand for want of Mrs Williamson's answer not being given. I have done and will do everything in my
power to forward it, but despair of hearing a final determination this journey, but hope to have it so put
in way that it will not be long before matters are satisfactorily concluded.

I made enquiry at Lloyds but there are no accounts of the names of the common men killed in the
late action (presumably a naval action) but I hope Brecon has received good news from her son as I saw
a letter directed to her at the Post that day I left home.

May God bless you and the dear young family. I am my Dear,
Your loving husband John Dixon.




