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EDITORIAL
The first meeting of the Society after the summer break will be held on 7 September at the British

Legion Club, West Jesmond, and it is hoped there will be a good turn-out of members to get the autumn
session off to a good start. This will be closely followed by the weekend Conference at Trevelyan
College, Durham, on 22-24 September, at which some interesting talks are promised. These will be
interspersed with "Question and Answer" sessions and other activities, and there will also be
opportunities to meet other members of the Society, particularly those from further afield, in pleasant
and enjoyable surroundings.

An order form for Volume 4 of the "Index to 1851 Census of Northumberland", covering
Bedlington parish, is enclosed with this Journal. Work on these indexes is continuing, but there is a long
way to go and any help would be appreciated. Unfortunately the rate at which they can be published is
dependent on the rate at which they can be sold, so please place your orders as soon as possible. A
nation-wide project to index the 1881 Census is also under way, and we are pleased to hear that several
members of the London Group are taking part.

It came as a great shock to hear that Roger Tankerville, one of our most active members, had died
in a motor-cycle accident. As well as acting as MI Co-ordinator for five years, Roger played a leading
role in the organisation of our Annual Conferences and was a valued member of the committee. He will
be sorely missed. We extend our sympathy to his family and friends.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Index of Paper Makers

Mrs Jean Stirk, of Shode House, IGHTHAM, Kent TN15 9HP, has compiled an index of paper
makers and their families in the British Isles (but mainly England). It includes details of Master Paper
Makers, Journeymen and Apprentices, employers and employees derived from a wide range of sources.
In conjunction with this index she is attempting to draw maps showing migration patterns of paper
makers, from which additional information will be added when appropriate.

Mrs Stirk will be pleased to search for particular names in return for a stamped addressed envelope
(or 3 IRCs), but would appreciate an additional 2nd class stamp to cover cost of cards, photocopies etc.
Any details of paper makers and their families will be welcome, but please state source and reference if
possible.

Family and Local History Day

Following the success of the "Family and Local History Day" held at Newcastle Civic Centre in
November last year, a similar though smaller scale event is being organized by Sunderland Libraries,
Tyne and Wear Museums Service and Tyne and Wear Archives Service to be held in Sunderland Central
Library, Museum and Art Gallery in Borough Road, Sunderland, on Saturday 21 October 1989.

It is intended to concentrate on the districts of South Tyneside, Gateshead, Sunderland and the
north-east area of County Durham, rather than the Tweed to Tees area covered by the 1988 Fair, and
our Society has accepted an invitation to take part.

News from the Archives

Tyne and Wear Archives, Blandford Street, Newcastle now have a street index for all the censuses.
This covers the Tyne and Wear area, and simplifies the search for the correct Piece Number provided
the address is known.

Digging for Gold

A book, Digging for Gold, by Helen Doxford Harris, gives a detailed look at the location and
availability of records relating to goldfields research. It includes a localities guide, a listing of historical
societies and their holdings in the Central Goldfields and a comprehensive name index. The book
guides the reader to the location of records on desertions; illegitimacies; mining, court, hospital and
asylum material; treatment of destitute families in the last century and newspapers.

It is available from Helen Doxford Harris, P.O. Box 92, FOREST HILL, VICTORIA 3131,
AUSTRALIA, price $15 plus $3 postage (surface); $9 (airmail).



The Larkman Index

The rare surname LARKMAN originated in Norfolk in the 16th Century but has now spread
round the English-speaking world. There now exists a Larkman Index containing over 2,000 names.
Information is free to anyone interested, but a stamped addressed envelope would be appreciated.
Contact Frank Randall, 69 First Avenue, Carlton, NOTTINGHAM NG4 1PH.

THE SPRING MEETINGS
April

At our April meeting Mr G. Coates gave a wonderful slide show on "Aspects of Rural
Northumberland". The slides gave a series of pictures starting with a look at the beautiful scenery and
views of the Northumberland landscape, followed by a group showing the diversity of rural buildings.
There was then a ten-slide quiz to see if the audience knew its Northumberland, and finally a selection of
slides showing the north-country throughout the changing seasons. Mr Coates is a man who certainly
knows and loves the North Country, and his slides, embellished with anecdotes and tales of history,
made a memorable evening.

May

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on 4 May 1989, when the main business
concerned the election of officers. It was confirmed that Mr J.A. Ashburner (assisted by his wife) had
taken over from Ken Brown as Secretary, and that Mrs F.M. Carr had taken over from Irene Blackburn
as Research Editor (responsible for the Members' Interests and Second Time Around sections of the
Journal). It was also confirmed that John Scott, who notified us of his intention to resign as Treasurer
two years ago, had finally handed over to Ms Cindy Winter; Cindy has been very much involved in the
work during the last two years, but the amount of work involved, particularly in years when the
subscription rates were changed, necessitated a prolonged handover period. Ken, Irene and John were
all thanked for the invaluable work they had done for the Society. Irene has in the meantime taken on
another job on a temporary basis - that of publicising the Society's publications.

Following the AGM a fascinating talk on "Northumberland Family Homes" was given by Mr
John Grundy (known to many for his part in the BBC "Townscape" series). The talk, illustrated with a
fine collection of slides, covered buildings of all types and periods and the families that lived in them.
Although Mr Grundy professed to know little about family history he nevertheless had a good fund of
stories about the people who built and occupied the castles, mansions and more humble dwellings with
which Northumberland is blessed, and his enthusiasm for his subject kept his audience entertained and
interested.

June

The June meeting took the form of a "Questions and Answers" session at which members'
problems were discussed and suggestions made for solving them.

SOUTH TYNESIDE GROUP
As usual we had two meetings in January including the Christmas Dinner at the Four SeasonsHotel

which attracted members from all areas. There was a good attendance in February to hear Geoff.
Nicholson give an unusual talk on "Stargate", a small mining disaster.

There were two meetings in March because we have had to change our meeting date from the first
Wednesday to the fourth Wednesday in the month. This was forced upon us by the change of the
Newcastle meeting to the first Thursday, and it has caused us to lose some members. In March one of
our members, Mrs Cox, gave a talk on a little known aspect of family history - "Adoption". After a talk
on "Old Tyneside"with slides in April, Bill Dumble gave an interesting explanation of difficult
handwriting with examples at the May meeting.

With more than 2,200 MIs from Westoe Cemetery and an index of Ships and Captains now
available in the Library, our next project is to record the MIs at St Mary's at Heworth. This is being
organised by Mr Ashburner.



SOUTH-EAST NORTHUMBERLAND GROUP

At our March meeting we had a talk by Mr Tony Barrow about George Harrison, who was Blyth's
first harbour-master from 1848 to 1870. The talk however was more concerned with Harrison's life
before he settled in Blyth. He was born in Hartley in 1796, and after serving his apprenticeship on board
a collier he became a famous captain of a whaler at a time when the whaling industry was of crucial
importance in providing the oil used for lighting and in many industrial processes. Mr Barrow described
the harsh life endured by the whaler crews - on one trip to the Davis Straits out of a crew of 50 only 25
survived. Harrison finally came back to Blyth and the comparatively quiet life of harbour-master. He
died in 1870, and was buried in Blyth Links Cemetery. Mr Barrow's account of his life was very much
appreciated.

In April Alan Angus gave a talk illustrated with slides on his great-great grandfather John Laws of
Breckney Hill, who was one of Thomas Bewick's first pupils. Although much has been written about
some of Bewick's apprentices there is no mention of John Laws apart from a brief reference to him in
Bewick's own "Memoir". However by research into the Beilby/Bewick workshop records and other
sources it has been possible to build up a comprehensive picture of John Laws' life first as an apprentice,
and afterwards as a silver engraver, farmer and naturalist.

We were pleased to welcome Canon A.F. Donnelly, formerly Vicar at Hartburn, to our May
meeting. His fine collection of slides and his fund of stories about the ancient church and the people
associated with it kept his audience fascinated. It is clear that during his stay at Hartburn Canon
Donnelly has examined and photographed almost every stone in the church and in the churchyard - not
to mention the parish registers and other records - and his love of the place and its history was evident.

Work is continuing on the indexing of the 1851 Census, and it is hoped that a booklet covering the
Bedlington area will be published in the near future.

DURHAM GROUP
For our March meeting members were asked to bring along some family heirlooms; this resulted in

an enjoyable evening as they had a chance to show off their favourite mementos and explain their
origins.

In April Bill Rounce made a welcome return visit and talked about Northumberland and Durham
pioneers in the Australian goldfields.

Unfortunately the speaker arranged for the May meeting failed to appear, and so an impromptu
problem solving session was held. Eric Davy also recounted some of the highlights of his recent visit to
Australia.

LONDON GROUP
At the Spring meeting of the London Group 26 very enthusiastic members signed up to help with

the "1881 Project", a nationwide effort to transcribe the 1881 Census. Much as we would like to help the
Society with indexing etc. we "exiles" are too far away to be of practical use locally, so most of us see this
Project as an opportunity to do our bit towards Family History Research. This work can be done at
home, so if there is anyone reading this who, like us, is unable to join the local northern groups working
on other projects, would they please get in touch with Mrs K.E. Craggs, 2 Buckland Rise, PINNER,
Middlesex HA5 3QR, the Co-ordinator. The more people we can get to help, the more quickly the
transcribing will be done.

The date of the next meeting is Saturday, l l November 1989, at 10.30 a.m. when Mr John Williams
from Romsey will speak on "Coal Mining and Records to Trace Coalminers". He will cover the
following: the sources and value of mining accident records to the genealogist; a general outline of coal
mining history in this country; the use of women and children in the pits; some statistics on mining
disasters; some specific coverage of the Northumberland and Durham coalfields and major disasters.

On Saturday 3 March 1990 at the Society of Genealogists the London Group will hold its first One
Day Conference on "Migration". The three speakers will be Mr Anthony Camp on "Migration in
England and Wales", Mr William Rounce on "Migration to Tyneside", and Mrs Marnie Mason on
"Anglo-Scottish Migration". All three speakers will then sit on a question and answer forum. The price
will be £10, to include a two course buffet lunch and refreshments. Please send a stamped addressed
envelope for booking form to Mrs Wendy Bennett, 16 Grayshott Laurels, LINDFORD, Hampshire
GU35 OQB. Space is limited, so be sure to book your place as early as possible.



MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Subscriptions for 1989/90 are due for payment on or before 1 November 1989; as in previous years,

for reasons of economy, no receipts will be issued but delivery of the Spring 1990 issue of the Journal
may be taken as confirmation that your subscription has been received. The rates, which are held at the
same rate for the third consecutive year, are as follows:

United Kingdom (including all BFPO addresses)

	

.....................................

	

£6.00
Overseas (Surface Mail and all European addresses)

	

. . ...............................

	

£ 7.00
Overseas (Airmail outside Europe) .................................................

	

£10.00
Family Membership (Each additional family member) ................................

	

£ 1.00

Please read the following directions carefully, decide which category applies to you, and act
accordingly. Remember that our Officers are not paid for the work they do; please keep that work to a
minimum by doing exactly as instructed, and avoid enclosing other correspondence with your renewal
payment.

PAYMENTS BY BANKER'S ORDER

If you pay by this method, no renewal card will be enclosed with this Journal and you need do
nothing unless you wish to terminate your membership - in which case please ask your bank to cancel
your standing order and inform the Treasurer that you have done so.

PAYMENTS IN FOREIGN CURRENCY

Please do not pay in foreign currency unless it is impossible for you to pay in Sterling. If you do pay
in foreign currency, you must add £ 1.50 to the subscription rates as shown above, to cover the cost to the
Society of converting your payment into Sterling. Payments should be made from your ordinary
checking account - there is no need to obtain a special cheque from your bank - and should be sent to our
Membership Secretary together with the enclosed renewal card. The address is shown on the reverse of
the card. Cheques should be made payable to `NDFHS'; any other description of the payee causes extra
work in processing the payment.

PAYMENTS IN STERLING

All cheques should be made payable to `NDFHS', and should be sent with your completed renewal
card to our Membership Secretary, whose address is shown on card. As a result of the continuing
growth of the Society, it is becoming increasingly difficult to handle the volume of cheque renewals,
especially when they continue throughout the year. Please help by paying promptly, and ensure that
your cheque is correctly completed and not postdated. In the past we have received a number of
postdated cheques, which have a nuisance value far outweighing their cash value!

MORE CANADIAN GEORDIES

A further list of folk from our two counties who emigrated to Nanaimo, Canada, has been sent to
Bill Rounce by Mr Edward Bell. Details of any that might interest you can be obtained from Bill Rounce
at 40 Salcombe Avenue, JARROW, Tyne and Wear NE32 3SY:

AN IRISH EPITAPH

Here lies the body of John Higley
whose father and mother were drowned on their passage to America.

Had they both lived they would have been buried here.
Belturther churchyard, County Cavan.

AKENHEAD, Thomas Northumberland DOBESON, Joseph Will Gateshead
AKENHEAD, Walter Durham County FARRAR, Alice Ann Newcastle
ATKINSON, Rose Blyth GODFREY, Mrs Mary Sunderland
BEAUMONT, Rhoda Longhirst GREY, Mrs Margaret Old Hartley
BURN, Story Durham County HAMER, Mrs Isabel Northumberland
CAMPBELL, Mrs D. Backworth HINDMARSH, Mrs Doris Northumberland
CLARK, James D. Sunniside HIRST, Olive G. Barrington
COTTLE, John Northumberland WHITE, Robert E. Hexham
DAVIS, Thomas



NDFHS JOURNALS
A BRIEF GUIDE TO THEIR CONTENTS

The following list gives an indication of the many topics covered by articles in previous issues of the
Journal. Back numbers of the Journal are available from Mrs C. Davison, 22 Ferndale Avenue, EAST
BOLDON, Tyne and Wear NE30 3JD, price £1.00 post free (U.K.), £1.25 (o/s surface) and £2.00 (o/s
airmail).

VOL NO
1

	

1

	

Presbyterian Records; Genealogical Sources in Durham Record Office including Church of
England Parish Registers.

1 2 Tracing our Catholic Forefathers; Church of England Parish Registers in Northumberland County
Record Office.

1 3 Bishops Transcripts at Durham University, Part I.
1 4 Bishops Transcripts at Durham University, Part 11; Using Local Records; Genealogical Sources in

Newcastle Central Library.
2 1 Genealogical Sources in Gateshead Central Library;

Nineteenth Century Education Records of South Shields.
2 2 Methodist Records; Scottish Records; Genealogical Sources in Sunderland Public Library.
2 3 Genealogical Material in Tyne and Wear County Record Office; Palaeography; Some Notes on

Wills; Catholics in Hexham in 1687.
2 4 Boyds Marriage Index; Anglican Records of North Tyneside; Deaths at Sea; Merchant

Adventurers of Newcastle upon Tyne.
3 1 Lesser Known Sources in Northumberland Record Office; Parliamentary Survey of County

Durham 1647 (Surtees Society).
3 2 Military Records and Family History; Tombstones from the Napoleonic Wars; Cross Border

Baptisms 1837-55; Catholics in Callaly, Cartington and Swinburne in 1687.
3 3 The Hearth Tax; The Origin of Surnames; The Muster Rolls of the Norhumberland Volunteers.
3 4 Records of Ryton; The Poor of Bishopton, 1842; The Manor of Chester Deanery; Catholics in

Newcastle in 1687; Thoughts of Parson Grice (survey of Whickham families, 1835).
4 1 The Tyne Iron Company; Durham Catholic Registers.
4 2 Methodist Records; Catholic Marriages in London.
4 3 Cemeteries; The Black Sheep - Inhabitants of Durham Gaol at-the time of the 1851 Census - Part 1.
4 4 Some Black Sheep were Blacker than Others- Inhabitants of Durham Gaol at the time of the 1851

Census - Part II.
5 1 Know Your Parish: Medomsley, County Durham; Runaway Marriage Registers at Haddington,

1763-1795.
5 2 Know Your Parish: Heddon-on-the-Wall; The Hexham Riot, 1761; How to Prevent Bodysnatching

at Doddington.
5 3 Know Your Parish: Throckrington; Graves of Two World Wars
5 4 Know Your Parish: Chollerton; The Lizzie Webber and the Emigrant (ships to Australia in 1852).
6 1 Know Your Parish: Cramlington, Northumberland.
6 2 Know Your Parish: Simonbum; List of Dead in the 1812 Felling Colliery Disaster; Starting from

Scratch; Hexhamshire - a most Peculiar Peculiar.
6 3 Know Your Parish: Gosforth; Forgotten Quaker Burial Grounds; Records of Newcastle Freemen

The Coming of the Irish to Jarrow and Hebburn.
6 4 Know Your Parish: Heworth; Border Descent; The Society of Genealogists -a guide for beginners.
7 1 Know Your Parish: Hexham; Agricultural Life in Glendale.
7 2 Know Your Parish: Elsdon; Presbyterian Problems.
7 3 Know Your Parish: Ovingham.
7 4 The 1862 Hartley Mining Disaster -names and families of those killed; The Durham Light Infantry

at Touranga, New Zealand.
8 1 Know Your Parish: Chester-le-Street; An Introduction to the IGI; Collecting Strays.
8 2 Monkwearmouth - the Lost Registers; Northumberland and Durham Veterans of the 36th Foot.
8 3 Northumberland Hearth Tax, Part I; Research in Scotland; The Crew of the Brig `Pacific', 1856-

1874.
8 4 Local Sources for Research; The London Census Office: a Beginners Guide.
9 1 Know Your Parish: Rothbury; Cornish Miners in Durham; Marriages in Seaham Parish, 1652-

1748.
9 2 Know Your Parish: Washington.
9 3 Know Your Parish: Tanfield.
9 4 Durham County Record Office; Student Records.

10 1 Know Your Parish: Hetton-le-Hole; University of Durham Department of Palaeography and
Diplomatic - Lists of Holdings.

10 2 University of Durham Department of Palaeography and Diplomatic - Lists of Holdings
(continued): Know Your Parish: Tynemouth; Emigration from Durham to Durban, 1820,1849-51.

10 3 The Story of Usworth Parish Registers.
10 4 Where There's a Will.
11 1 Our Ancestors - Conceptions and Misconceptions; Comedians and Hecklers - unusual trades; The

Charge of the Light Brigade.



FUTURE PROGRAMME
Wednesday, 23 August 1989

	

South Shields, 8.00 p.m.
South Tyneside Group Meeting.

Thursday, 7 September 1989

	

Newcastle, 7.15 p.m.
Northumberland and Durham Family History Society Meeting. Mr W. Rounce will give a talk on
"Immigration into Northumberland and Durham".

Thursday, 14 September 1989

	

Sunderland, 7.15 p.m.
Sunderland and District Group meeting.

Monday, 18 September 1989

	

Durham, 7.30 p.m.
Durham Group meeting.

Tuesday, 19 September 1989

	

Blyth, 7.30 p.m.
South-East Northumberland Group Meeting. "Beginner's Night", at which it is hoped to have the
IGI microfiches and reader available.

Wednesday, 27 September 1989

	

South Shields, 8.00 p.m.
South Tyneside Group Meeting. Mr John Landells will give a talk on "The Tyne Past and
Present".

Thursday, 5 October 1989

	

Newcastle, 7.15 p.m.
Northumberland and Durham Family History Society Meeting. Mr W. Dumble will give a talk on
"Parish Records".

Thursday, 12 October 1989

	

Sunderland, 7.15 p.m.
Sunderland and District Group Meeting.

Monday, 16 October 1989

	

Durham, 7.30 p.m.
Durham Group Meeting.

Tuesday, 17 October 1989

	

Blyth, 7.30 p.m.
South-East Northumberland Group Meeting.

Wednesday, 25 October 1989

	

South Shields, 8.00 p.m.
South Tyneside Group Meeting.

Members of the Society are welcome to attend any of the above meetings; the venues are as below:

Newcastle:

	

British Legion Club, Lonsdale Terrace, West Jesmond.
Durham:

	

Salutation Inn, Framwellgate Moor.
South Shields:

	

Black Prince Hotel, The Nook, Prince Edward Road.
Blyth:

	

Blyth Cricket Club, Plessey Road, Blyth.
Sunderland:

	

RAFA Headquarters, Murton Street.
London:

	

Society of Genealogists, 14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1.

REMINDER FROM THE LIBRARIAN

I hope that members will be purchasing the new Library Catalogue and making use of our postal
service. May I make a plea to them to read the `Introduction' and notes on `Using the Library',
especially regarding postage and packing costs. Omitting to return the stamps means cost to the Library
and so restricts further purchases of books.

Doreen Tait, Librarian

11 2 National Health Service Numbers.
11 3 Know Your Parish: Corsenside; the Corpse and the Sexton.
11 4 Some Borderline Presbyterians; Search for a Seaman (Seaman's Tickets issued in Sunderland

1844); A Platoon Roll Book, 1917 - Northumberland Fusiliers N.E. Railway Battalion.
12 1 Know Your Parish: Felton.
12 2 Burial Registers - A Neglected Source; Archives at Risk; Bombardment of Hartlepool, 1914;

Founding of South Australia.
12 3 Know Your Parish: Alnham; An Elizabethan Pew List; Society of Genealogists Sources for

Northumberland and Durham.
12 4 Description of Seghill in 1872; The New Genealogical Library at Salt Lake City.
13 1 Know Your Parish: Whittingham; Newcastle Apprenticeships, 1793-1795; An Alternative Method

of Research (Distribution patterns).
13 2 Transportations from the Newcastle Quarter Sessions, 1836-55; Catholic Ancestors.
13 3 Know Your Parish: Ponteland; Newcastle Keelmen in the 18th Century.
13 4 Know Your Parish: Kirkharle; A Visit to the Mormon Library in Salt Lake City. Child Emigration

to Australia.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Strays in Guernsey

Mr Alex Glendinning, 34 Highlands Close, Maison St Louis, St Saviour, JERSEY, Channel Islands,
writes:

"Whilst searching through microfilms of various marriage registers at the Priaulx Library in
Guernsey recently, I came across the following entries which may be of interest to your readers:

John Little of the town of West Chivington in the County of Northumberland in England, and Martha Le Vallet of
St Peter Port, were married together on the 21st day ofApril 1748 in St Andrew's Parish Church.

Anthony Summers, born at Durham in England, and Susannah Huet of the Vale, were married together on the 3rd
day of May 1748 in St Andrew's Parish Church.

Bartholomew Cock, formerly ofFolkstone in Kent, now Guernsey, Mariner andAnnHutching, formerly ofSheels
* in Northumberland have been married together on the 24th day of October 1759 in the Parish Church of St PeterPort.

Michael Thomas Green of Stockton in the Bishoprick of Durham and Grace Peenley of Exeter have been married
together on the 22nd day of February 1761 in the Parish Church of St Peter Port.

Master Edward Short of Sunderland** in England and Mistress Jane Marrett of St Peter Port have been married
together on the 28th day of May 1761 in the Parish Church of St Peter Port.

* I expect this is a mis-spelling of Shields.

** I have further details of this man's descendants as he is one of the people I am currently
researching. If and interested parties would care to write to me I would be especially pleased to hear
from them."

Photographs

Mrs Dorothy K. Marshall, of 653 Patricia Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 3A8, CANADA, writes:

"My roots are in the Haltwhistle/Alston area, straddling the Northumberland/Cumberland
border. Some of the old farmhouses there are being converted into holiday homes to be used at
weekends by city people. A pile of old stones is all that remains of many an ancestral home. Even those
occupied by the same family for generations are being modernised with picture-windows and glassed-in
porches.

Please, those of you fortunate enough to be still resident in those country areas, photograph our
old homes and churches before it is too late!"

1851 Census Indexes

Mrs E.R. Reynolds, of 54 Parkhill Road, BEXLEY, Kent DA5 1HY, writes:-

"The Woolwich and District Family History Society has completed a surname index to the whole
of the Woolwich 1851 Census (HO 107/1588 and 1589). This represents 32,000 people, and includes
many from the North of England, particularly among the Dockyard workers. As well as general
households, there are several barracks covered, as well as the convict hulks Warrior, Hebe, Wye and
Unite.

Enquiries are welcomed in respect of ancestors thought to be in the area at the time. A list of up to
10 folio numbers of a given surname will be supplied if requests are accompanied by a stamped
addressed envelope and a contribution of £1 to the Woolwich and District Family History Society's
funds. Enquiries should be made to Mrs Reynolds at the above address.

A similar index covering East and West Greenwich (HO 107/1586 and 1587) has also been
completed, but in this case enquiries should be addressed to E.W.L. Keymer, 1 Westbrook Road,
LONDON SE3 ONS."



Multiple Baptisms

Mr Ronald Leith, Administrator of the Family History Shop, 152 King Street, ABERDEEN AB2 3BD,
writes:

"Further to Mrs Gooder's letter in the Winter 1988 Journal, and Mr Arthur Brack's article in the
Spring 1989 Journal, I am surprised that neither of them mentioned using the indexes on micro-fiche of
the pre-1855 baptisms and marriages of the Church of Scotland, known as the OPR (Old Parochial
Register) index. Although this has not yet been made available for all Scottish counties, an index has
been available for Aberdeen City and County for a number of years. The OPR index contains frame
numbers (FR followed by, a number), against any entry which is out of chronological order in the
original register. Thus Mrs Gooder's entries of 1826,1828 and 1830 would all have been located easily by
referring to this index. The FR number is located at the top right corner of each frame on the film of the
parish register, and merely by winding on to the correct frame number the entry which is out of order
can be found. The IGI does not have this information."

SOME WENT MISSING

Bill Rounce

When we search for a missing member of our family about the middle of the 19th century the
Australian Gold Rush period has obvious possibilities. A book by J. Melton Ship Deserters 1852-1900,
published in 1986 by the Library of Australian History, offers great possibilities in this field, containing
as it does 10,000 notified desertions, strays and stragglers from Her Majesty's ships. Although non-
government vessels accounted for most of the desertions from 1852 until 1857, after this period Her
Majesty's ships provided an increasingly large proportion and became almost dominant after 1864.

Before 1864 information on deserters was fairly scanty, but after this date the man's ships, age and
birthplace were usually included, and frequently trades and tattoo marks also. Most deserters appear to
have been born in the counties along the English Channel, but at least the following were from
Northumberland and Durham.

Matthew Atkinson, 18 April 1861, HMS Miranda, born 1825 Shirtly (sic) Bridge, Durham
Peter Atkinson, 24 February 1886, HMS Dart, born 1865 North Shields, Northumberland
Joseph Bell, 16 February 1898, HMS Pylades, born 1876 Wallsend, Northumberland
William Bell, 16 April 1882, HMS Nelson, born 1862 Northumberland
William Hy. Geo. Burgess, 1 February 1899, HMS Royalist, born c. 1880 Gateshead
Thomas Burton, 18 April 1882, HMS Diamond, born West Hartlepool
John Forbes, 28 July 1880, HMS Emerald, born 18 August 1855 Sunderland
William Fothergill, 7 September 1898, HMS Royal Arthur, born c. 1877 Northumberland
William Fraser, 22 November 1882, HMS Nelson, born 1858 Durham
John Grainger, 27 July 1881, HMS Bacchante, born 1862 Newcastle
William Gray, 21 November 1886, HMS Salamander, born 1843 Durham
George Haw, 21 November 1892, HMS Rapid, born 1863 Durham
Charles Richard Hope, 26 February 1890, HMS Egeria, born 1871 Hexham, Northumberland
Robert Johnson, 24 November 1859, HMS Iris, born 1836 North Shields, Northumberland
William Johnson, 5 September 1900, HMS Mildura, born c. 1881 Newcastle upon Tyne

( William Johnson was arrested and handed over to the Naval authorities)
John Leadbeater, 8 August 1883, HMS Diamond, born 1852 Durham
William John McDonald, 10 February 1886, HMS Paluma, born 1861 Westgate, Newcastle
F.W. McQueen, 16 February 1887, HMS Paluma, born 1867 Stranton, Durham
Thomas Morris, 10 January 1866, HMS Salamander, born Sunderland
George Pattison, 12 April 1858, HMS Megaera, born 1835 South Shields, Durham
William Stafford, 10 June 1859, HMS Cordelia, born 1831 Sunderland
Alexander Stewart, 28 August 1893, HMS Orlando, born 1874 Hendon, Sunderland
William Vickers, 8 September 1859, HMS Niger, born 1835 Newcastle
Edward Watson, 25 August 1890, HMS Mohican, born April 1863 Darlington, Durham
George Witney, 15 December 1869, HMS Phoebe, born 1846 Northumberland
John Wood, 8 December 1897, HMS Mildura, born c. 1876 Durham
John or Joseph Wicks, 15 April 1858, HMS Megara, born 1822 Hartlepool, Durham
Joseph Wilkinson, 4 June 1862, The Lady McDonald, born 1840, North of England dialect

Various rewards were offered for the apprehension of these men, but as the offer was limited in
time maybe the only satisfaction will come from finding one of yours.

Editor's Note: Bill Rounce's address is 40 Salcombe Avenue, JARROW, Tyne and Wear NE32 3SY.



PRISONERS DISCHARGED IN VICTORIA
The following information regarding prisoners discharged from penal establishments in Victoria

in the period 1868-1881 has been taken from the Victoria Police Gazette by Ms Helen Harris (a previous
list covering 1871 and 1873 was published in the Spring 1988 Journal).

The first place mentioned is the gaol in which the sentence was served, the second the venue of the
trial. The last date mentiond is the week in which the prisoner was released. Physical characteristics
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1868 LYNN, John. Ararat, Ararat, 9 months for larceny, native of Durham, England, blacksmith born
1811, first conviction, arrived 'Covenanter' 1855. 21st January.

WILSON, Mary. Ballarat, Ballarat East, 3 months for indecent behaviour, native of Newcastle on
Tyne, England, prostitute born 1843, one previous conviction, arrived `Theresa' 1863. 11th February.

BLACKETT, John Henry. Ballarat, Ballarat West, 6 months for stealing a watch value £4, native of
Durham, chemist born 1848. First conviction, but has been reserved since for lunacy, arrived `Sir
Roger De Coverly' 1865. 31st March.

BRYANT, Richard. Melbourne, Melbourne, 1 year, 2 years and 1 year cumulative for receiving stolen
property, two charges; also burglary and stealing, native of Newcastle on Tyne, England, moulder
born 1846, arrived `Suffolk' 1865, free. 28th April.

FOSTER, Fanny, Ballarat, Ballarat East, 3 months for stealing apparel from the Female Refuge,
native of Newcastle, England, widow born 1841, several previous convictions, arrived `Bombay' 1858.
5th May.

WATSON, Joseph. Ballarat, Buninyong, 3 months for aggravated assault, native of Durham,
England, miner born 1835, arrived `Shakespeare' 1858. 30th June.

CHARLTON, Edward. Ballarat, Ballarat West, 3 months for stealing a shirt value 6/6d, native of
Shields, England, labourer born 1843, 5 previous convictions, arrived `Clifton' 1849. 7th July.

LEE, Joseph. Ararat, Ararat, 2 months for indecent conduct, native of Northumberland, England,
labourer born 1831, first conviction here, arrived `Great Britain' 1854. 29th September.

HANNA, Elizabeth. Beechworth, Rutherglen, 5 months for larecny, native of North of Englnad,
servant born 1853, received 7 days imprisonment for larceny Beechworth 10th April 1868, year and
ship of arrival not given. 27th October.

1869 OGILVEY, William. Ballarat, Ballarat East, 14 days for gambling at cards, native of
Northumberland, miner born 1828, arrived 'Nimrod' 1865. A stranger to this gaol. 5th January.

LIDDLE, Mary Ann. Ballarat, Smythesdale, 3 months for vagrancy, native of Durham, prostitute
born 1851, arrived `Young America' 1857, one previous conviction. 9th March.

WILSON, Thomas. Ballarat, Ballarat East, 3 months for assault, native of Durham, miner born 1828,
arrived `Mendora' 1856, not previously known at this gaol. 20th April.

LIDDLE, Mary Ann. Ballarat, Smythesdale, 6 months for vagrancy, born Durham, prostitute born
1851, arrived `Young America', two previous convictions. 20th December.

1870 FLETCHER, Thomas. Ballarat, Ballarat East, 3 months for obstructing a constable on duty, native of
Durham, miner born 1832, arrived 'Arcadia' 1857, not previously known at this gaol. 21st February.

TAYLOR, George, alias THOMPSON. Melbourne, Melbourne, 3 months for vagrancy, native of
Newcastle on Tyne, labourer born 1800, arrived `Red Jacket' 1857, seven previous convictions. 4th
July.

FORREST, Richard. Ballarat, Ballarat West, 1 month for stealing 1/6 from a dwelling, native of
Durham, gasfitter born 1853, arrived `Sussex' 1869, no previous convictions. 11th July.

DAFTER, James. Ballarat, Ballarat East, 3 months for stealing a bottle of sherry, native of Durham,
Labourer born 1842, arrived `Stebonheath' 1851, several previous convictions. 11th July.

1872 ELLIOTT, John. Melbourne, Pentridge, 5 years for housebreaking and stealing, born 1818 Durham,
stonemason, arrived `Asia', bond. Discharged week ending 25th March.

HART, Joseph. Geelong, Geelong, 3 months for false pretences, born 1833 Sunderland, cook arrived
` General Hewish' to Adelaide 1865. Discharged week ending 15th July 1872.

HENDERSON, John. Ballarat East and Ballarat, 14 days for stealing a picture, born 1804
Northumberland, painter, arrived `John Scotia' 1870. Discharged week ending 23rd September 1872.

COOPER, James. Smythesdale, Ballarat, 6 weeks for assault, born 1810 Northumberland, labourer,
arrived `Morning Light' 1854. Discharged week ending.




