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Graham, the youngest son of Joseph 
Graham, the timber merchant was 
employed as a labourer at the goods 
yard in 1901 as was his son, Arthur. 
The family lived at 18 Sheepfolds 
Road for many years.

Like most areas of Sunderland the 
old heavy industries of Bonnersfield 
and Sheepfolds have gone. In their 
place stand flats, light industrial 
units and university buildings. The 
block formerly owned by Newcastle 
Breweries at the top of Sheepfolds 
Road has been demolished and the 
site is now occupied by St. Peter’s 
Metro Station. To some extent the 
area is returning to what it was in the 
early 18th century, open space, which 
is now used for leisure activities 
instead of agriculture. Who in the 
1950s would have imagined that the 
National Glass Centre would sit on 
the site of a shipyard and there would 
be grass growing on the river bank 

and people walking up the riverside 
paths.

Meg Hartford   
(member 17262) 

mandm.hartford@ntlworld.com

Acknowledgements:

Sunderland Antiquarian Society - 
Pictures of Bonnersfield and Blacks 
Picture Palace. 

1851 Map extract

Keith Cockerill - Sketch of 1890 fire at 
Wilson’s Timber Yard

The North East Railay Company stables in Sheepfolds

The Editor welcomes articles with 
a North-East connection. Text 

preferably as a straightforward 
word document attachment and any 
available copyright-free illustrations 

as separate jpegs

editor @ndfhs.org.uk
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BIRTLEY BELGIANS
The Belmont and Durham Branch 

of the Society has been collaborating 
with the Belmont “Their War, 
Our History” Group to remember 
the effect of WWI on the people 
of Belmont and Carville and to 
commemorate the fallen men named 
on the village war memorial. Public 
events have included contemporary 
entertainment such as the upbeat 
“Mayor of Durham’s Recruitment 
Evening” and the more sober Somme 
Commemoration. We have also 
identified the homes of the fallen 
and are in the process arranging for 
memorial plaques to be placed where 
appropriate. 

Another effort has been the 
publication of a bi-monthly news 
sheet “The Belmont Times” which 
reports life in Belmont and Carville 
one hundred years ago, as recorded 
in the local Durham newspapers. In 
addition to purely local events such 
as fund-raising events, church events, 
meetings of the parish council and 
magistrates court appearances other 
events of wider interest for County 
Durham and nationally have been 
included. While reading the Durham 
County Advertiser of September 
1917, I came across the following 
letter from a subaltern in the DLI 
regarding his men’s concerns on one 
particular situation back home.

HOME WRECKERS IN COUNTY 
DURHAM

AN APPEAL FROM THE TRENCHES

From somewhere in France 17th 
Aug 1917

Dear Mr Editor – At the time of 
writing we are resting in a barn after 
the big push, and having a few hours 
to spare I sat down to read your 
valuable paper, which was handed to 
me by a wounded comrade. Being a 
Durham City lad, and one of the few 
left, I was naturally eager to peruse its 
contents and to read about the doings 
in the old city. I was in the midst of my 
platoon reading every line, when we 
came across an item referring to the 
case of soldiers’ wives failing to give 
notice of alien lodgers. Now at the 
present time every case of failing to 
register refers to Belgians, or at least 
90% of them. In the “Do You Know” 
column it mentions that the cases are 
so sordid that they would be better 
told in a court where the doors had 
been closed to “ladies”.

Just recently one or two of our 
boys had returned from home, and 
they brought back information 
about certain soldiers’ wives which 
is too disgusting to put into print. At 
the time we were lying in “hell”, the 
only name for it, and waiting to be 
relieved. When a soldier returns from 
“Blighty” it is his duty to report to his 
platoon commander, which was the 
source of me getting this information. 
In my platoon the majority of my lads 
are Durham bred and born, and as 
brave as lions, and the cases referred 
to applied to no less than 23 men. 
What had I to do? Should I tell them 
or should I leave it to the boys who 
have just returned! I decided to adopt 
neither course, which I thanked God 
for later on. Imagine those brave boys 
of mine just waiting for death, but 
with a smile on their faces, fighting 
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for those who they thought were 
true, and whom they loved. 

At last it leaked out, but after we 
had been released, for which I thank 
God again, for I knew the knowledge 
of such affairs at home would have 
made them reckless, and who knows 
what would have happened. I was 
passing my men’s “billet” the night 
after, and by what I heard – well – I 
formed my own opinion, which is 
this – That if those Belgians are not 
removed from Durham County by the 
time my boys come home then God 
help them. Is there no one in Durham 
County who will take the matter up 
and give their attention to such awful 
practices! It wants someone who will 
go around these houses where the 
alien lodgers reside and find out the 
true circumstances and report to the 
military authorities, and endeavour to 
get their wives’ allowances stopped. 

You may think I am harsh, but let 
me give you an instance out of many, 
and judge yourself. We had been on 
a long march under a broiling hot 
sun, and had been without water 
a considerable time. We reached a 
small village in Belgium, and imagine 
our delight with the prospects of 
quenching our thirst and replenishing 
our water bottles. We rested our 
men, and sent water carriers to bring 
the needful. They were away about 
quarter of an hour, and returned 
empty-handed, with the explanation 
that we could get no water as the 
people said we had plenty of money 
to pay for it, and they put the well in 
such condition that we could draw no 
water. I leave it at that “nuff said”. 
If I had my say in the matter, well a 
few rounds of ammunition would not 
have been missed. 

As I said before, that is one instance 

out of many which have occurred 
lately. Could the police not be asked 
to be extra vigilant in this matter and 
report every week, or is it true that 
they have orders to treat Belgians 
leniently? Every day you pick up a 
paper there is reference to such cases 
as you mention, and I ask you again, 
can nothing be done? At Birtley, 
there is a small army of these home 
wreckers, who would be more use out 
here and could easily be replaced by 
our wounded heroes. I say “God help 
them when our boys come home” To 
go a step further and voice my lads’ 
opinion “God help those who are 
responsible to allow such affairs to 
exist”. 

Ask a British Tommy on leave his 
opinion of the Belgian soldier. Only 
don’t get the answer to be given while 
anyone is within hearing distance of 
half a mile. Only recently when I was 
home, on leave after the Messines 
battle, I saw girls “walking out” with 
these Belgian “refugees”, as they call 
themselves, whose fathers if they had 
been at home would not have allowed 
them out of doors after nine o’clock at 
night. Once more I beg your assistance 
for such “goings on”. Again, I met two 
of my former acquaintances who 
were real respectable young ladies in 
pre-war times who had come under 
the spell of these so-called refugees, 
and what is the result? I leave you to 
guess, because it makes my blood boil 
to talk about such awful things. And 
still they expect our brave boys to love 
them when they return. But happily 
their lovers know of their infidelity. 
Again this is a case out of many. 

Well dear Mr Editor, I don’t want 
to waste your precious time listening 
to the wails of my poor Tommies, 
because no doubt, you are fed up, 
but let me ask Durham folks to 
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wake up and stamp out the evil that 
exists today, both in and around out 
dear old city. For God’s sake and my 
lads’ sake do it. Think of what we go 
through here and what we expect 
when we come home. 

Wishing you and your paper every 
success, allow me to remain yours 
sincerely,

A DURHAM SUBALTERN

Durham County Advertiser, 7th 
Sep 1917, page 3, col. 5

Note: Birtley was unique in the UK 
for being the location of a munitions 
factory that was run entirely by Belgian 
Nationals with the cooperation of 
the Belgian Government. Following 
the “Shell Scandal” of 1915, the plan 
was that Belgian soldiers who had 
been badly wounded at the front 
could still serve their country by 
volunteering to produce desperately 
needed ammunition. The factory was 
established near Birtley along with the 
self-contained town of Elizabethville, 
which had its own shops, hospital, 
school, church and was supervised 
by Belgian Gendarmerie. Production 
began in 1916 and while the “colony” 
was being established some of the 
men were billeted with local families. 
A full account of the Birtley Belgians 
is given in Of Arms And The Heroes by 
John G. Bygate (2006) published by 
the History of Education Project (ISBN 
1 870268 44 X)

John Heckels 
(member 5973) 

magpie960@gmail.com

KING ALBERT’S 
BOOK

The Daily Telegraph produced 
King Albert’s Book for sale for 
the benefit of the Daily Telegraph 
Belgian Fund. It contains many varied 
contributions including this offering 
by the Rt. Hon. A Bonar Law (later to 
be Prime Minister). The contrast in 
tone and attitude is evident. High-
flown stirring rhetoric seems remote 
from the realities of the Front.

In July of this year there was no 
part of the world more peaceful and 
prosperous than the little country 
of Belgium. There the monuments 
of ancient art, of learning and piety 
stood out in bold relief in the midst 
of an industrial development which 
was scarcely equalled, which was 
nowhere surpassed in any country in 
the world.

In a moment, almost without 
warning, this smiling garden of 
industry was turned into a scene 
of bitterest desolation, not by a 
convulsion of nature but by the 
cruelty of man. In a struggle which 
was not sought by them, which no 
forbearance or wisdom on the part 
of their rulers could have averted, 
the Belgian people, by what they 
have done and by what they have 
endured, have won for themselves 
immortal fame. 

But for the unexpected and heroic 
resistance of the small Belgian Army, 
the German hosts would have hurled 
themselves against the French 
Army before it had been mobilised. 
Belgium averted a terrible disaster 
to us and to our Allies, but at what a 
cost to herself? She is for the moment 
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a nation without a fatherland: but 
the soul of the nation is living still, is 
living in her brave soldiers, is living 
in King Albert, who has shown to the 
modern world what can be done by a 
Hero-King.

As a nation we long for a successful 
end to this terrible war, which is 
filling with mourning so many of 
our homes, but it can never end till 
the wrongs of Belgium have been 
avenged and expiated.

Enterré ailleurs dans ce cimetière soldat A FOURNIER 25. 7.1883 - 7.8.1916 
Mort pour la Belgique Patria memor

Begraven opeen ander plaat in dit kerkhof soldaat J B VYANE 1.7.1876 - 
3.2.1916 gestorven voor Belgie Patria memor

Buried elsewhere in this chuchyard 3866 Private Thomas SMITH Durham 
Light Infantry 6th November 1915 aged 44 In loving memory R I P

THREE GRAVESTONES IN BIRTLEY  
ST JOSEPH CHURCHYARD
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BOOK REVIEWS
Voices of the First World War 
Northumberland and Tyneside’s War

Neil R Storey & Fiona Kay

It is a pleasure to read this account of 
the North-East’s involvement in the First 
World War. It is a well-crafted set of topics 
such as volunteering and recruitment 
to the services, shipping losses and 
the carnage on the Western Front. It 
is a successful blend of narrative and 
explanation illustrated by many letters 
and accounts, often very moving, by 
serving men. The book is enhanced by a 
wealth of contemporary photographs and 
documents.

£14.99 + £1.60 p&p 

www.amberley-books.com

The Missing Man – Genealogical Crime 
Mystery

Nathan Dylan Goodwin

Another gripping genealogical novel the 
complexity and variety of which maintain 
the reader’s interest and curiosity. The 
main character is driven by his need to 
discover his own origins and pursues 
his quest across the United States and, 
through documents that come to light, 
disentangles facts from untruths.

www.nathandylangoodwin.com

available through Kindle and Amazon
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Durham County Local History Society 
Journal 81

It is evident that local history is the twin 
of family history providing an insight 
to the lives of those for whom we have 
established dates and parentage. This 
issue of the DCLHS Journal has two 
particularly interesting articles, one on 
Archbishop Charles Thorp, the University 
of Durham and the Brontës and the other 
on Sunderland Markets and the myth of 
the South Shields Donkey.

£5 available through

www.durhamweb.org.uk/dclhs/

Newcastle History Tour

Ken Hutchinson

Another offering in this series of pocket 
book guides covering numerous ancient 
sites in the city, many since gone, 
illustrated with drawings and photographs. 
There are a few “then and now” pages, 
something done more effectively in 
other publications. The compact nature 
of the format results in the compromises 
seen in other books of this series, texts 
superimposed on the images, often only 
parts of the original image and a map 
on a double page difficult to use without 
breaking the spine of the book.

£6.99 + £1.25 p&p

www.amberley-books.com

Northumberland and Tyneside’s War and Newcastle History Tour  
are available from sales@ndfhs.org.uk.

Please enquire about overseas postage cost.
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When I began my family history 
research back in the last century, 
I had no inkling of the wonderful 
information I would discover and the 
roots I would be able to put down. I 
had a peripatetic childhood due to 
my father being in the Army and only 
knew mum (Joan SINCLAIR) came from 
Otterburn, Northumberland, and 
dad (George Robert HEWITT) came 
from Chesterfield.   Grandparents 
died before I was born or when I 
was young, partly as a result of mum 
being in her 30s and dad in his 40s 
when I was born, so I never got to 
know them. I ended up in Newcastle 
purely due to a job, met my husband 
here, and then my mum followed me.  

Mum was interested in my 

research and one day came home 
from visiting her sister (Marjory 
Elizabeth SINCLAIR) in Darlington, 
with a scrappy bit of paper with 
names written on them taken from 
a family bible. So, I got started with 
these names:

Charles Crozier and Elizabeth Render 
married July 1854

Charles Crozier Senr born July 8th 
1833

Elizabeth Crozier born 28th June 1826

 I discovered Charles Crozier 
was born in Silver Street, Durham, 
to parents James Crozier and Ann 
Johnson, who were both from 
Durham.   I found him on census 

A FAMILY BIBLE
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records both in Durham (1841) and 
Newcastle (1851), with his brothers 
and sisters and then his children.   I 
confirmed his marriage to Elizabeth 
Render, and discovered she was a 
widow, born in Darlington, with one 
child from the marriage who died 
shortly after her marriage to Charles 
Crozier. Her father was Edward 
Frank, an auctioneer in Darlington, 
and in 1841 she was with him and 
her siblings.   By 1851 I found her 
in Durham with her first husband 
Richard Render and her one-year-old 
daughter Isabella. Her husband died 
in 1853 and her daughter in 1854. I 
surmised therefore that the Bible was 
Charles and Elizabeth’s as theirs are 
the first names. 

The Bible then goes on to list the 
names of the children of Charles and 
Elizabeth:

James Frank Crozier born March 
19th 1855 and the note afterwards 
that he died 
Mary Crozier born December 25th 
1856
Ann Crozier born 10th Nov 1858
Isabell Crozier born July 27th 1861
Charles Crozier born January 13th 
1864
James Crozier born February 1st 
1866 Argyle Terrace
Edward Pease Crozier born August 
6th 1868

Their first child James Frank was 
born in Durham and died in Durham 
in 1857. Their daughter Mary was 
born in Durham but Ann was born 
in Newcastle. I discovered that 

Isabell was my great grandmother 
when I found her in a census with 
her husband, David Dougall Sinclair, 
and their children, including my 
grandfather, George Edward Sinclair 
and she died in 1932 in Third Avenue, 
Heaton. Her husband died aged 46 
and they are both buried in Byker 
and Heaton Cemetery. My mother 
said that Isabella gave the Smiths of 
Ringtons fame some money to help 
them start up in business and she 
was given shares in the business. 
Unfortunately my grandfather sold 
them! Edward Pease Crozier, their 
last child, indicates his mother’s 
lineage with his middle name as 
she was descended from the Pease 
family of Darlington. My other great 
grandparents are also buried in Byker 
and Heaton Cemetery and they are 
also Sinclairs, but I was always told 
they were not related to each other, 
and so far I have not found evidence 
that there is any relationship.

The Bible then goes on to show:

Mrs Elizabeth Crozier, died January 
26th 1878 No 32 Carliol St Newcastle

The next entry shows a marriage:

Charles Crozier married Emma Vause 
January 30th 1890

I got very confused when I checked 
this entry as there were marriages for 
two Charles Croziers in January 1890, 
however the 1891 census cleared 
things up when I could see that both 
Charles Crozier senior and Junior 
had married almost at the same 
time. Emma Vause, Charles senior’s 
second wife was just 11 years older 
than Charles’s youngest son, Edward 
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Pease.  

The final page of the Bible was 
only revealed to me in 2016 when 
my cousin sent me scanned photos of 
the Bible. It was mostly information 
which was not new to me, as I had 
already researched it, but it was nice 
to see anyway. It was also written 
by another hand, and looked like an 
afterthought.

There was a second entry for 
Charles Crozier born July 8th 1833. 
Then there were three entries:

Edward Pease Crozier married 
Elizabeth Johnstone December 30th 
1896

Charles Crozier died February 23rd 
1901 at Benton

Elizabeth Crozier died at BerkenHead 
November about the 8th 05

It seemed from the census records 
that Edward Pease and his wife 
Elizabeth moved to Birkenhead after 
the 1901 census.

Charles Crozier himself has been 
an interesting man to research. He 
was for most of his life a brazier 
and coppersmith, and a tinsmith 
and ship lamp maker.   He seemed 

to have had a good business on 
Manor Chare, and is recorded in the 
Newcastle Directories, and then died 
at Longbenton and was buried in St 
Andrew’s Cemetery, Jesmond.  I was 
then confused as I could not find a 
gravestone and had assumed that a 
man with what seemed like a good 
business all of his life, would have 
had a headstone. I then did some 
more hunting and came up with a 
bankruptcy notice from the London 
Gazette in 1875, so perhaps he had 
lost all of his money for some reason.  

Who then got the Bible? Given that 
my aunt had it, it had to have been 
in my grandparents’ house when she 
cleared it, which means that it is likely 
it came from my great grandmother 
Isabell Crozier down to my 
grandfather, George Edward Sinclair. I 
finally saw the Bible for the first time 
after my aunt died. When I went to 
the funeral, my cousin brought it out 
and it is so small!  Not what I expected 
at all, but this small item set me on 
my way to a very interesting search 
for my antecedents, which continues 
to this day. 

Julie Hewitt 
(member 10845) 

librarian@ndfhs.org.uk 

It seems clear why “Who Do You 
Think You Are?” and indeed family 
history itself interest so many of us. 
We love to see how the character 
and life of a living person, famous or 
not, have been influenced by their 

ancestors. There has been plenty of 
research investigating what could be 
behind this phenomenon. The focus 
is invariably whether personal devel-
opment is driven by Nature - our DNA 
and the way this controls our talents 

NATURE, NURTURE, OR WHAT?
Your help is requested in finding out whether there really is a 
“third force” in Family History
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and interests, or Nurture - how fam-
ily traditions and peculiarities get 
passed on over the generations*. In 
reality both of these factors are at 
work in most instances. It’s not diffi-
cult to see that if you are born into a 
fourth generation of tightrope walk-
ers you are more than likely to join 
the circus, whether from an inherited 
affinity for heights or the fact you first 
went on a high wire aged three! 

What interests me are incidents 
where a person has gone somewhere 
or done something and later uncov-
ered a family link, when neither Na-
ture nor Nurture could have had any 
influence. I can quote at least two 
instances where this was the case 
with myself. I raise this not because I 
feel special, but precisely because I’m 
sure I am not. If this has happened to 
me, then it has almost certainly hap-
pened to millions of others. Only lack 
of the necessary family background 
information stops them from being 
aware of it. There is no room to g o 
into my stories in detail, but to clarify 
what sort of incident I mean:

- Moving to Alnwick, which we had 
never been to before, from Glouces-
tershire we felt strongly attracted to 
a particular house on sale. Only later 
did we discover that my great great 
uncle had come up from Norfolk, 350 
miles away and died in 1915 on that 
very spot. 

- Out of 13,000 students at Uni-
versity I immediately made friends 
with someone who it turned out had 
a relative who drowned sitting in a 
lifeboat next to a family member of 
mine, in a disaster of 1901.

I defy anyone to see how Nature or 
Nurture could have influenced either 
of these events. As no-one knows 

(yet) how this phenomenon could 
happen, the classic response is that 
“it’s just coincidence”. I am prepared 
to believe that of one instance but 
probabilities multiply, so the chance 
of two events each of likelihood say 
1 in 10,000 both happening is 1 in 
100 million. If we can gather a large 
number of examples together, then 
the coincidence theory disintegrates. 
This could well be a future Journal ar-
ticle, or even a book. 

I am therefore appealing, please, 
for you to email me via alnwick-
branch@ndfhs.org.uk or write to me 
via the Society. What has happened 
to you or one of your family that was 
just plain “spooky” when you discov-
ered an ancestral link? I only sum-
marise my own cases above, but as 
many details of names, places etc in 
your story as you have would be re-
ally helpful. Many thanks in advance!

Dudley George,  
Chairman, Alnwick Branch NDFHS 

(member 19071)

* E.g. Wellcome Trust “Nature or 
Nurture?” See www.wellcome.ac.uk 
and search for that subject. Univer-
sity of Queensland, UQ News, search 
ditto.

WE NEED  
YOUR HELP
We are looking for an

EVENTS COORDINATOR
 and also a

BRANCH COORDINATOR
Please contact  

chairman@ndfhs.org.uk
for further details
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If you examine modern maps, from 
time to time you will come across 
older roads that have survived the 
construction of motorways and towns 
encroaching on the countryside. 
Instead of heading for Gateshead on 
the A184 you can at West Boldon turn 
off into Downhill Lane and follow it 
as it meanders and crosses the A19 
leading to the Tyne Tunnel. At Hylton 
Bridge it joins Follingsby Lane. Beyond 
the single track road known at West 
Pastures you reach Follingsby Park 
lying close to the A194M.

Follingsby Park

Follingsby Park is no country estate 
but a triangle of land within the 
A194M, the disused railway line from 
Pelaw to Washington and beyond and 
South Follingsby Farm. A 20th century 
A to Z records Follingsby Freight 
Line Depot on the site. It is now an 
industrial estate.

What has happened to the ancient 
vill of Follonsby which features in 
Surtees’s History and Antiquities of 
the County Palatine of Durham (Vol 
2, p.82 1820)?  Surtees has extracted 
from ancient sources what can be 
gleaned of its owners.

He concludes his information on 
Follonsby thus:

The estate of Follonsby, consisting 

of 702 acres (leased for £326) was sold 
in three lots; one of these portions, the 
Leam [lying to the west beyond South 
Follingsby Farm], was purchased 
by … Redhead, Esq. who devised 
to the family of Barras; another 
portion (South Follonsby) is now in 
the possession of Matthew Russell, 
Esq. whose father purchased from … 
Legge, Esq.; and a third portion (North 
Follonsby) is the property of Thomas 
Wade, Esq.

The 1850 tithe map of the township 
of Hedworth in the parish of Jarrow 
shows the fields of North and South 
Follingsby Farms and also The Leam, a 
third farm to the west alongside Leam 
Lane or the Wrekendyke, the Roman 
road from South Shields to Wrekenton. 
The landowner of South Follingsby is 
recorded in 1848 as the Honorable 
Gustavus Frederick Hamilton Russell 
and the occupier George Proud. An 
adjoining plot is occupied by the 
York, Newcastle & Berwick Railway. 
(Tithe apportionments 1836-1929 The 
Genealogist.co.uk)

It is difficult to decide where people 
thought Follingsby (or Follonsby) 
was. The tithe map has it in the large 
ancient parish of Jarrow, even though 
the ecclesiastical parish of St Mary, 
Heworth, formerly a chapelry, was 
established in 1822. Determining 
exactly where Follingsby is can be 
perplexing when you have to cope with 
administrative changes. In 1841 it lies 
in Hedworth according to the census. 
The 1851 & 1861 censuses place North 
Follingsby in Hedworth, Monkton and 
Jarrow. 1871 & 1881 gives Hedworth. 
In 1891 it’s in Hedworth, Monkton and 
Jarrow again. In 1901 it is in the civil 

WHERE’S FOLLINGSBY?
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parish of Monkton. The 1911 census 
gives postal addresses as Follingsby, 
Pelaw, Durham, North Follingsby, 
Wardley and Follingsby, Usworth.  

A search of the Society’s database 
reveals burial records for inhabitants 
of Follingsby, the earliest being 
George Crofton son of George Crofton 
(1753). A few are recorded elsewhere, 
for example at Durham St Margaret 
– John Proud (1870) of Follingsby 
Farm near Usworth. There are earlier 
baptismal records which may well be 
of Follingsby inhabitants.

South Follingsby Farm

The censuses from 1841 to 1911 
record South Follingsby Farm in the 
hands of the Proud family, initially 
George Proud, unmarried, recorded 
as 25 years old, more likely 30 or 32 
years old, farmer of 170 acres. He was 
born in Wolsingham where several 
generations of the family had lived and 
no doubt still did – farmers, yeomen 
and labourers. He is with Margaret 
Proud, possibly his sister.

   Married to Ann, presumably in 
his early forties, he had five children, 
two of whom, John and Thomas are 
described as joint farmers in the 1901 
census. The 1911 census shows John, 
his wife Annie, brother Thomas and 
two farm servants.

Let me speculate.  Is the story of the 
Proud family of South Follingsby Farm 
one ultimately of steady decline? Leam 

Farm (presumably the same as Low or 
Nether Leam) had several households 
with 31 inhabitants in 1871. North 
Follingsby had 20 in 1901. They seem 
to have thrived.

The immediately available data, 
once you have managed to reconcile 
apparent discrepancies, so often 
poses more questions and gives rise 
to the need to find other sources of 
information.

AN HONORABLE 
PROFESSION
Many a gravestone bears the verse

Affliction sore long time I bore 
Physicians were in vain till God did 
please to give me ease and take me 
from my pain

GATESHEAD St Mary

Here lieth the body of Robert TINDALL 
surgeon who departed this life the 
13th day of December Anno 1749 
aged 55 years

WOODHORN

In loving remembrance of John 
Campbell REID MD for thirty years 
medical practitioner at Newbiggin 
by Sea born 14 June 1816 died 10th 
March 1882 the beloved physician  

GOSFORTH

Captain R STERLING Royal Army 
Medical Corps 16th Oct 1917

WASHINGTON

Sacred to the memory of John WOLFE 
of Chester le Street surgeon who 
departed this life Nov 11th 1828 aged 
61 years And of Elizabeth his wife 
who departed this life July 14th 1830 
aged 58 years
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Out of a dusty filing cabinet have emerged five school photos of pupils and 
staff of the Duke’s School, Alnwick, probably taken about 1960. Do you recognise 
anyone? 

DID YOU PLAY CRICKET AT THE 
DUKE’S SCHOOL, ALNWICK?
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The records in the parish chest can 
help identify an ancestor in parish at 
a particular time.

Our ancestors were liable to pay 
rates or able to claim relief from the 
parish. If your ancestors were non-
conformist you may find reference 
to them in the parish records. As 
the notes below indicate Anglican 
parishes had civil responsibilities. 
All parishioners, whatever their 
religious beliefs, had to contribute.

This is always supposing that your 
ancestors had the ability to pay their 
way. These records are what might 
be termed as the ‘local government’ 
of their time. There follow examples 
of the records that may be found 
in the parish chest, though not 
exhaustive.

It is always worth looking to see 
if there is any parish chest material 
for the parish you are researching. 
You might expect to find any of the 
following. In practice, it is unlikely, 
certainly in Northumberland or 
Durham, that all of the records 
would have survived in the parish 
chest.

Prior to 1834 Poor Relief was the 
responsibility of the parish. An Act 
of 1597 established the office of 
Overseer of the Poor, who had the 
responsibility for the supervision of 
poor relief.

From the end of the 17th 
century the poor began to be 
sent to workhouses. The idea of 
incarcerating the poor was popular 
at different times from this period 

until the early part of the 20th 
century. Before this it was usual for 
the poor to receive ‘outdoor relief’. 
Only large parishes would have their 
own workhouse, it was more usual 
for a group of parishes to share 
a workhouse, know as a union of 
parishes.

The Overseer’s Accounts list 
recipients of the monies and an 
Overseer was directly responsible 
to the JPs. This meant that if a 
dispute arose over parish relief e.g. 
a disputed settlement case, bastardy 
case, Overseers failing to provide 
for the poor etc. the case would be 
heard at the Quarter Sessions court. 
Papers relating to a case provide 
more detail, for example, they may 
include witness statements.

Overseer’s Account Book.

The office of Overseer was 
established by the Poor Law 
Amendment Act of 1597 and was 
not abolished until 1925.  They were 
responsible for levying the poor rate 
and distributing monies to the poor. 
Their account books included much 
information about maintenance of 
the poor, monies given for clothing, 
payment of funeral bills etc. and 
monies given to the mothers of 
illegitimate children etc.

The Settlement Act of 1662 was 
passed to restrict paupers to their 
own parish. If an individual wished 
to claim poor relief he had to prove 
his legal parish of settlement. The 
right to settlement was determined 
by the payment of rates, serving an 
apprenticeship or a period of regular 

PARISH CHEST RECORDS
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employment. A wife or widow’s 
place of settlement was that of her 
husband. Settlement Certificates 
were issued by the parish to prove 
place of settlement. Copies may 
be found in parish collections. If a 
pauper was unable to prove that his 
place of settlement was in the parish 
in which he was living, he would 
then be removed (escorted) to his 
supposed place of settlement. In 
such a case a Removal Order would 
be served. Often disputes arose 
between parishes, when neither 
wished to take responsibility for a 
pauper. Such cases were heard at 
the Quarter Sessions, with the JPs 
pronouncing in favour of one parish.

Bastardy Bonds

Prior to 1834 it was the 
responsibility of the parish to 
maintain an illegitimate child. It 
was therefore in the interests of 
the parish to track down the father 
who would then be expected to pay 
for the maintenance of the child. 
The father could, if he wished, 
make a private arrangement with 
the mother. Alternatively, he could 
give the Overseer and a lump sum 
that would be used to maintain 
the child. In such a case you would 
expect to find a reference such as 
“from David Trent about the lying-
in of Susan Smith” in the Overseer’s 
Account book. Otherwise, he might 
admit paternity and sign a Bastardy 
Bond whereby he agreed to pay the 
lying-in expenses and maintenance 
at a future date. Interestingly, if the 
father was poor his own father may 
countersign the bond by which he 
guaranteed payment.

Overseers had the right to 
apprentice pauper children. If a 
master was selected to take such a 

child, he was bound to do so upon 
penalty of a fine. You find that 
pauper apprentice indentures in a 
parish collection or alternatively a 
register of pauper apprentices may 
have been kept.

Churchwarden’s Accounts

Each parish had two or more 
churchwardens, they were 
appointed by the vestry (see 
below), the incumbent, the patron 
or the retiring churchwardens. 
Churchwardens had ecclesiastical 
and civil duties. Their accounts 
might contain references to repairs 
to the church or vicarage (payments 
to local craftsmen and labourers), ad 
hoc payments to the parish clerk, the 
raising of church rates (see below) 
etc. Accounts may also include 
references to the relief of vagrants 
and the relief of the settled poor was 
dealt with by the Overseer of the 
Poor. It was usual for churchwardens 
to sign accounts – if your ancestor 
was a churchwarden then it may be 
useful to obtain a photocopy if his 
signature, for example, to compare 
with a signature in a parish register.

Vestry Minutes

The Vestry was in effect the 
parliament of the parish. It dealt 
with all kinds of matters, both civil 
and ecclesiastical. The accounts 
of the various parish officials, 
(churchwardens, constables, 
overseers etc.) were all submitted 
to the Vestry for scrutiny. The Vestry 
had the right to draw up local bye-
laws and generally supervised 
administration of parish affairs.

Registers of Pews

Some parish collections include 
registers indicating who was renting 
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a pew. This would give an indication 
of social status.

Tithe Awards

The Tithe Commutation Act of 
1836 converted the payment of 
tithes (a tenth of the main produce 
of the land, stock or the profits of 
labour) due to the rector or vicar of 
the parish to an annual rent based 
upon the price of corn. As a result 
of the Act a large-scale map of the 
majority of townships in parishes 
in England and Wales was drawn 
up with an accompanying schedule. 
The schedule lists landowners and 
occupiers and gives acreage of the 
property and the tithe payable.

These Tithe Maps are held in 
County Record Offices and can be 
viewed. You can also transcribe 
from the schedule. These are now 
available online together with 
the schedules at The Genealogist 
website. Alternatively, you could 
go to the Archives and Special 
Collections, Palace Green, Durham 
and view the digitised images of the 
tithe maps and schedules for the 
County of Durham.

Local Census

Some vicars carried out their 
own local census, there are several 
examples of this in the NRO. 
Rothbury 1816. (EP.103/114.) 
Heddon on the Wall 1830 and 
1899 (EP.37/43) Alnwick, 1837-80, 
(EP.5/19) and Longframlington 1891-
92. (EP. 12/33). They are always 
worth looking at – often they include 
information that you would not 
expect to find elsewhere.

Percy House Library has a copy 
of the 1816 Parochial Census for 
Rothbury, (accession number CZ 46).

Rate Books

From 1555 parishes could by law 
levy rates from time to time in order 
to raise money for specific purposes, 
for example, to raise money for 
repairs to the church, for the relief 
of soldiers, and the compensation 
of those who had lost property as 
the result of highway robbery. These 
were generally known as Special 
Rates. In addition, in 1598 a parish 
could levy a poor rate to raise money 
to maintain the poor in the parish. 
From 1654, a parish was eligible to 
levy a highway rate. An Act of 1738-
39 amalgamated many of these 
smaller rates with the poor rate. 
Rate books list parishioners eligible 
to pay rates. Assessment was based 
upon the ability to pay and those 
who could not were exempt.

To locate parish chest records 
look in the Accession/Reference 
file for your parish in the County 
Record Office. A word of caution, 
the records themselves are arranged 
in the chronological order they 
were received into the archives, so 
you may find 20th century records 
preceding the 18th century. 

The publication to read about the 
parish chest records is:

The Parish Chest, W.E Tate, Third 
Edition, Phillimore & Co. Ltd.

Joyce Jackman 
(member 5479) 

chairman@ndfhs.org.uk
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Durham & Northumberland Parish Register Society 
Publications on CDs                  £6.50 each plus 75p p&p

Durham

Bishop Middleham, Baptisms 1559-1812, Marriages 1559-1812, Burials 1559-
1812 (DPNRS Vol. 13, 1906)

Coniscliffe, Baptisms 1590-1812, Marriages 1590-1812, Burials 1791-1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 18. 1908)

Dalton-le-Dale, Baptisms 1653-1812, Marriages 1653-1812, Burials 1653-1812 
(DPNRS Vol. 23, 1910)

Durham, St Margaret, Marriages 1558-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 9, 1904)

Durham, St Mary in the South Bailey, Baptisms 1569-1812, Marriages 1559-
1812, Burials 1559-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 17, 1908)

Durham, St Nicholas, Marriages 1540-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 32, 1916)

Ebchester, Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 1619-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 4, 1900)

Seaham, Baptisms 1646-1812, Marriages 1652-1812, Burials 1653-1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 22,  1910)

Sherburn Hospital, Baptisms 1692-1812, Marriages 1695-1763, Burials 1678-1812 
(DPNRS Vol. 30, 1914) 

Whickham, Marriages 1579-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 1, 1898)

Whitburn, Baptisms 1611-1812, Marriages 1579-1812, Burials 1579-1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 10, 1904)

Whorlton, Baptisms 1626-1812, Marriages 1713-1812, Burials 1669-1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 19, 1908)

Winston, Baptisms 1572-1812, Marriages 1574-1812, Burials 1573-1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 35, 1918).

SPECIAL OFFERS FROM  
sales@ndfhs.org.uk
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Northumberland

Alnham, Baptisms 1688-1812, Marriages 1705-1812, Burials 1727- 1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 14, 1907)

Beadnell, Baptisms 1766-1812 Marriages 1767-1781, Burials 1766-1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 20, 1909)

Berwick- upon- Tweed, Baptisms 1574-1700, Marriages 1572-1700 (DPNRS Vol. 
11, 1905)

Bothal & Hebburn, Baptisms 1678- 1812, Marriages 1678-1812, Burials 1678- 
1812 (DPNRS Vol. 5, 1901)

Chatton, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials 1712-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 31, 1915)

Corbridge, Baptisms 1654-1812, Marriages 1713-1812, Burials 1657-1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 24., 1911)

Edlingham, Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 1658-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 8, 1903)

Eglingham, Baptisms 1662-1812, Marriages 1663-1812, Burials 1662-1812 
(DPNRS Vol. 2, 1899) 

Halton, Baptisms 1654-1812, Marriages 1654-1769, Burials 1654-1812 (DPNRS 
Vol. 25, 1911) 

Ilderton, Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 1724-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 34, 1917)

Lesbury, Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 1590-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 15, 1907)

Newcastle, St Nicholas, Marriages 1574-1812, (DPNRS Vol. 28, 1913)

Warkworth, Baptisms 1677-1812, Marriages 1677-1812, Burials 1677-1812 
(DPNRS 1899) 

Whalton, Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 1661-1812 (DPNRS Vol. 21, 1909)
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During the depression of the 1930s 
over 1000 unemployed miners and 
shipbuilders from the north-east of 
England were given the opportunity 
to move to one of 20 LSAs (Land 
Settlement Associations) across 
England to begin new lives as market 
gardeners.

Sidlesham, a village south of 
Chichester in West Sussex, was the 
largest LSA with 120 smallholdings. 
Each tenant had a house, a piggery, 
chicken battery, a glasshouse and 
4 acres of land. With the help of a 
lottery grant I have created a heritage 
trail to celebrate and commemorate 
this national event at a local level. 
A website tells the story with films 
on a ‘Timeline’ in 1937 and 2015, 
explaining the origins of the LSA and 
sharing people’s memories.

http://sidleshamheritagetrail.co.uk/

However, although a few of the 
original families still live on or near 
the estate, others were unable to 
adapt to the completely new way of 
life and ‘returned north’. The reasons 
for their departure are largely 
anecdotal and often relate to the 
wives being unable to adjust to life in 
the countryside. Sidlesham’s School 
Admissions Register contains the 
names of families on the LSA, the date 
their children entered the school, 
when they left and their destination 
on leaving. There are a few references 
to children being ‘removed from the 
school’ for a period of time which 
relates to their mother returning 
north with the children to visit family 
members. If the children attended 
school before coming to Sidlesham 

the register also lists their previous 
school which gives a clue to their 
original northern location.

Despite various attempts to 
authenticate their stories I have only 
been able to trace one family which 
‘returned north’. The youngest of the 
children born at that time would now 
be 84, the oldest 94. Do you recognise 
any of the following names? 

An exhibition about the LSA 
Heritage Trail has been on display at 
the Novium Museum in Chichester 
since December 2015. It will move to 
the Weald and Downland Museum 
later this year where it will be 
displayed in an LSA house which will 
be dismantled on the smallholding 
later this year and re-erected at the 
museum when funding becomes 
available.

Our film was made by Ben Cloud 
who lives locally in West Sussex – he 
is the great grandson of Henry Cloud, 
who worked at Palmers Shipyard 
in Jarrow and came to Sidlesham in 
1937.

The locations identified on the 
heritage trail have been brought to 
life by the stories people have shared 
and other people have contacted me 
through the website . . . . . 

“My father was manager in the 
1960s when I was a small child. We 
will be visiting the area in September.”

 “My grandmother is sitting on the 
grass, my mother (as a child) is sitting 
on her lap. Our family name was 
Purcell, where did we live?”

FROM COAL TO CUCUMBERS
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Family 
name

Parent Children Date of 
birth

Pr1evious 
school

Departure

Ashworth Albert Elizabeth
Arthur
Richard

Feb 1927
April 1923
Aug 1924

Backworth CS 
North Shields

Jan 1937

Bailey Herbert Mavis
Iris

Oct 1930
Oct 1932

Seghill
Durham

Nov 1938

Collingwood George 
Albert

Douglas 
Ferguson
Margaret 
Lavinia
Irene

April 1928
May 1925
Nov 1926

High 
Westwood
Durham

July 1938

Lee Benjamin Margaret Feb 1926 Western 
School
Wallsend

April 1939

McDonald John Thelma
Aidan

May 1927
Jan 1930

High Barnes
Sunderland

Oct 1939

McCulla John Kathleen Sept 1930 Jarrow May 1938

McParlin Frederick David 
Thomas

Feb 1929
Aug 1932

St. Michael’s 
Durham

Sept 1938

Nergaard John Margaret
Bernard
Alan

Dec 1928
Mar 1930
May 1931

Percy Main 
North Shields

Nov 1938

Proctor Alfred Evelyn
Joseph

Jan 1931
Jan 1929

Todds Nook 
Newcastle

Sept 1938

Richardson Robert Amy
May
Robert 
Alex

Feb 1928
Jan 1933
Nov 1924

Boham Street 
Newcastle

July 1939

Rutter William Geo 
William
William

Apr 1931
Apr 1929

Quebec CE, 
Durham

Feb 1940

Scott Archibald Audrey
Gerald
Robert

July 1929
Apr 1931
June 1932

Cruddas Park
Newcastle

July 1938
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Family 
name

Parent Children Date of 
birth

Pr1evious 
school

Departure

Scott John John May 1926 Westgate 
Road 
Newcastle

July 1938

Smith Arthur Maud
Geo 
William

June 1926
July 1924

Leadgate CS 
Durham

1939

Smith John Thomas
Peter

Aug 1925
July 1927

Colliery CS 
Hebburn

June 1938

Smith Fred Fred
John 
Albert

Dec 1925
Feb 1927

Cruddas Park 
Newcastle

June 1938

Smith Harry Nancy Apr 1928 Amble
Northumber-
land

Aug 1941

Stimpson Lawrence Stephen
James 
Arthur

Jan 1930
July 1924

Christchurch 
North Shields

May 1938

Wharton John Elizabeth Feb 1929 Claydon PS 
South Shields

Aug 1940

Whitfield Fenwick Joseph
Marjorie
Ethel

July 1924
Jan 1926
Mar 1929

Benfieldside 
Durham

Dec 1939

Williams John Robert
John 
George

Feb 1929
July 1930

Annitsford March 
1939

Wright Emanuel Emanuel
Mary

Jan 1930
July 1931

Rose Street 
Newcastle

Sept 1939

With your help we may be able to add a few more pieces to the LSA jigsaw.

Bill Martin 
Billm89@hotmail.com 

01243 641154

The Editor also looks forward to receiving letters from anyone with 
knowledge of these families.
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Among the gravestones of 
Penshaw All Saints churchyard is a 
grand monument of polished stone, 
destined to endure longer than the 
many sandstone markers elsewhere 
amongst the trees. It may be 
impressive and reflect the wealth and 
status of those commemorated yet it 
lacks the restrained modest dignity of 
other finely lettered memorials that 
Nature softens with moss and lichen 
in shades of green, orange and grey.

Penshaw All Saints was established 
in 1746 as a chapel of ease in the 
parish of Houghton le Spring and was 
to become a parish in 1838, early 
enough for the parts of the graveyard 
immediately to the west and south of 
the church to have 18th and early 19th 
gravestones.

Let it be said that Sir George Elliot, 
MP for North Durham 1868-1874 and 
progressive entrepreneur of humble 
origins, expressed his love for his 
departed relatives, including his own 
son, in a fitting manner. 

To his father and mother and his 
brothers by Sir George ELLIOT Bart 
MP in token of his reverent love and 
affection Also to Ralph ELLIOT his 

dearly beloved son (verse) In memory 
of Ralph ELLIOT of Penshaw Colliery 
who died 5 Dec 1872 aged 88 years 
Elizabeth his wife died 17 Feb 1839 
aged 52 years And their four sons 
William ELLIOT of Washington died 
10 July 1842 aged 21 years Thomas 
ELLIOT of Washington died 20 Oct 
1842 aged 35 years Ralph ELLIOT of 
Durham died 7 Sept 1865 aged 48 
years John ELLIOT of Penshaw (Old) 
died 13 Sept 1868 aged 50 years 
Also of Ralph ELLIOT of Chester 
Square London who died at the Cape 
of Good Hope 23 Jan 1874 aged 35 
years grandson of the above Ralph 
and Elizabeth ELLIOT eldest son of Sir 
George ELLIOT Bart MP

The Monumental Inscriptions and 
photographs of the gravestones of 
Penshaw All Saints are now available. 
Consult the list of surnames on the 
Society’s website.

EVERY CHURCHYARD SHOULD HAVE ONE
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The parish of Kirkharle, one of the 
smallest in the country, is bordered 
by the parishes of Hartburn, 
Kirkwhelpington, Throckrington 
and Kirkheaton. It consists of two 
separate and detached townships, 
Kirkharle, which includes the 
hamlet of Great Law, and the small 
settlement of Hawick, about four 
miles distant. Kirkharle hamlet 
consists of four large imposing farm 
houses, the old vicarage, and a few 
houses and cottages set amidst 
rich agricultural pasture with thick 
wooded plantations of oak, ash, 
beech and sycamore.

In 1821 there were only 32 families 
in Kirkharle township, and only 22 
persons living in Hawick. The name 
Kirkharle was in all probability derived 
from the name “Herla”. Walter de 
Bolbeck, founder of the Abbey at 
Blanchland, in 1175 received revenue 
from the Church of Herla, Herla 
meaning boundary or line between 
West or Little Harle. The name is still 
preserved in the name of Harelaw. 
In 1359 the parish was named or 
spelt Kirkharll, in 1456 Kirkherell, in 
1578 Kirkharlowe, until it eventually 
became Kirkharle,

Although the Bolbecks were 
originally of Blanchland, they 
owned the Kirkharle estates which 
eventually, through marriage, 
passed to the de Harles in 1365, and 

afterwards became the property of 
the Strothers of Glendale. On the 
marriage of Joanna Strother, who had 
inherited the estates, the property 
was conveyed to William Loraine, 
whose ancestor Robert had come 
over with William the Conqueror. A 
little to the south-west of the church 
is a stone pillar bearing the following 
inscription:

“This new stone was set up in 
place of an old stone by Sir William 
Loraine, Bart, in 1728 in memory of 
Robert Loraine his ancestor who was 
barbarously murdered in this place by 
the Scots in 1483: for his good services 
to his country against their thefts and 
robbery, as he was returning from the 
church alone, where he had been at 
his private devotions.”

The Loraines were of Eystones 
in Essex in 1268, and had related 
branches in Roxburghshire and East 
Lothian. James Loreyn, who had vast 
Scottish estates, was awarded an 
annuity by the English King Edward III 
for his allegiance. Sir Neil Loraine was 
a knight of the Garter in 1349.

Although many of the Loraines 
were baronets and the family minor 
nobility, it was a Kirkharle boy whose 
family were of yeoman stock who 
gained international repute as the 
greatest English landscape gardener. 
William Brown of Ravenscleugh 
Farm, Elsdon, was to father three 
sons, all born at Kirkharle. John, a 
land surveyor and a Loraine tenant at 

KNOW YOUR PARISH – a reprint 
KIRKHARLE
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Great Laws, married Jane, daughter 
of Sir William Loraine in I743. ln his 
“Evidence of Bacon Gray Pedigree” 
of 1903 Sir Lambton Loraine refers to 
this marriage of his related ancestor 
Jane, daughter of Sir William, to 
plain Mr John Brown as this “strange 
marriage”. Young Lancelot, on leaving 
school, gained employment as an 
assistant gardener to Sir William, who 
himself was responsible for planting 
thousands of trees and restoring the 
church. Developing his gifts through 
his mentor Sir William, Lancelot later 
entered the service of the famous 
Northumbrian family the Shaftoes 
(remembered in the Tyneside song 
“Bobby Shaftoe”), and in 1739, at the 
age of 23, left his native county to 
work for Lord Cobham at Stowe. Soon 
afterwards he was appointed head 
gardener at Windsor and Hampton 
Court. Sir Lambton Loraine’s ancestor, 
Sir Charles, son of Sir William, became 
High Sheriff of Northumberland, and 
then only a few years later Lancelot 
“Capability” Brown was High Sheriff 
of Huntingdon and Cambridgeshire.

The church at Kirkharle is dedicated 
to St. Wilfred, who was buried at 
Hexham Abbey. The masonry of the 
oldest part of the church is good, and 
does not seem to be earlier than the 
time of Henry IV. About that time it is 
said to have been in a state of great 
decay and to have been repaired 
under the instructions of Joanna, 
the Strother heiress who married 
William Loraine. Thomas Loraine, on 
being advanced to the dignity of a 
baronet by Charles II, newly timbered 
his church with Irish oak and covered 
it with lead. The vicarage, in the 
patronage of the Loraines, was noted 

in Pope Nicholas’s taxation in 1291 at 
£5.9s.6d a year. In the list of Vicars 
John de Kirkeby is named as the first 
in 1350.

There are many Loraines buried 
within the compact little church, and 
there are also other Loraine memorial 
tablets. Some of the inscriptions are 
very informative, for example:

“Here Iyes the body of Richard 
Loraine, Esq., who was a proper 
handsome man of good sense and 
behaviour: he dyed a bachelor of an 
apoplexy walking in a green field near 
London, October 26th 1733, in the 38 
year of his age.”

On another grave Dame Ann, 
second wife of Sir William, buried 
24 September 1756, is described 
as “a comely person of good aspect 
and stature, a neat and prudent 
housekeeper.” 

A memorial tablet to ‘Capability’ 
Brown was unveiled in the church 
on 9th July 1983, the bi-centenary 
year of his death. In the churchyard 
there is a headstone to John Harle, 
buried 1887, no doubt a descendant 
of the de Harles of the 13th and 14th 
centuries.

If you are changing your postal 
address or your email address...

...please let us know

membership@ndfhs.org.uk
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If you would like to receive your Journal by email as a PDF 
or if you don’t receive your Journal,

contact membership @ndfhs.org.uk

To get more involved – checking our transcriptions, photographing 
gravestones,  staffing Percy House, helping at Society events etc.

contact chairman@ndfhs.org.uk

Tracing your Boer War Ancestors
The Half Shilling Curate
Bradshaw’s Illustrated Handbook to 
London
A History of Bishop Auckland 
Industrial Co-operative Society 1860-
1910
Linden Hall – a Concise History
N E Coast Exhibition Newcastle 1929 
All Saints Church Newcastle, Blakelaw 

School History Project
100 Years of the RVI 1906-2006
Fine Art Photographs of Newcastle 
and Gateshead
More Crimes of Yesteryear 
Northumberland and Co Durham
Evening Chronicle Millennium 
Edition 1900-1999
Glass Industry of Tyne and Wear
 – Pt 1 Glassmaking on Wearside

At a recent meeting of the Trustees 
there was a discussion about 
the ever increasing cost of the 
subscription to Ancestry. It was 
decided to subscribe to FMP world 
edition (included in this are UK 
and world newspapers). It was also 
decided not to subscribe to Ancestry 
for this year and instead to subscribe 
to The Genealogist.

The latter website has many 
datasets. Amongst others are the 
digitised images of Tithe Maps and 
the schedules. To be included on 
the website during the course of 
this year are: more Parish Records, 

Bishop’s Transcripts, International 
Headstone Project to cover 
Commonwealth cemeteries, more 
worldwide War Memorials, more 
U.S records, new decades of BT27 
Passenger Lists and Emigration 
Records. Quarter Sessions Rolls 
and books for Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire, Shropshire, Surrey & 
Middlesex have also been added to 
the collection. 

The decision the Trustees made will 
result in a saving of about £1,000 
in subscriptions to commercial 
websites.

RESEARCH ROOM – PERCY HOUSE 

RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS
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You don’t have to go to Beamish 
to see domestic items that your 
grandparents may well have used in 
the kitchen, the garden or the shed. 
I expect a number of us have things 
that have been kept in cupboards or 
that are still in use.

Would you like to contribute to an 
article by writing a short piece about 
some item you still have, what you 
remember about its use by previous 
generations, any stories associated 
with it? A photograph would be most 
welcome, especially if it is one of 
your gran blackleading the range or 
your grandad mending a puncture.

Have you still got a carpet beater, 
a stone hot water bottle, scales with 
weights, a cobbler’s last, a stirrup 
pump, a mincer that screwed onto 
the kitchen table, a tin bath, a brace 
and bit, an alarm clock with a loud 
tick….. 

Please send your contribution, 
large or small, to editor@ndfhs.org.
uk before August 1st as an attachment 
of a simple word document to an 
email together with any pictures 
as a jpg image. Alternatively send 
material by post to the Editor, NDFHS, 
7th Floor, Percy House, Percy Street, 
NEWCASTLE NE1 4PW.

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR JOURNAL
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BOLDON 

23 November 1839

Jane MATTHEWS of West Boldon 
adorned her humble station with 
such exemplary piety as to procure 
her the esteem of many friends  

CHILLINGHAM  

19 November 1811

Charles MOFFAT for many years 
gamekeeper to the Earl of Tankerville

GATESHEAD St Mary

31 January 1798

Ann FENWICK died at the house of 
Mrs DAVIDSON Oat Market Newcas-
tle on the 31st of January 1798 aged 
61 years She was much esteemed for 
her faithful services during forty three 
years in that lady’s family The honour 
of a servant is his fidelity Respectful 
obedience is his highest virtue and 
sooner or later shall his diligence be 
rewarded

GOSFORTH

15 January 1800

Here lies the body of Ralph SELBY 
many years servant to Charles John 
BRANDLING Esqr aged 38 years 

21 January 1830

Samson WALKER a faithful servant 
for 15 years to Sir George ARMYTAGE 
Baronet of Kirklees Yorkshire aged 29 
years

4 May 1834

Barbara BARKAS who died aged 43 
years at Gosforth House in which 
family she lived many years greatly 
respected discharging with unwea-
ried zeal the duties of a good and 
faithful servant

4 February 1844

George & Robert LEWINS sons of Ed-
ward LEWINS gardener to Robert Wil-
liam BRANDLING Esq of Low Gosforth 
George died February 4th 1844 aged 
19 years Robert died February 27th 
1847 aged 21 years  

INGRAM

31 December 1825

George BOWMAKER gardener to John 
CARR Esq of Hedgeley and to Ralph 
CARR Esq who died aged 68 years 
Also to the memory of Anne BOW-
MAKER his widow long time faithful 
servant of Ralph CARR Esq of Hedge-
ley where she lived till her death on 
Dec 13 1859 aged 94 years

PENSHAW

21 January 1830

Samson WALKER a faithful servant 
for 15 years to Sir George ARMYTAGE 
Baronet of Kirklees Yorkshire died 
January 21st 1830 aged 29 years

23 October 1827

Henry BECKWORTH of Lambton aged 
76 years He was a dutiful servant and 
served five heirs in the Lambton fam-
ily as waggon way wright

GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS
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NDFHS members are welcome to attend the meetings of any of the branches. 
Further details are on the Society’s website; search NDFHS, Branches page.

BRANCH MEETINGS DIARY

ALNWICK BRANCH
Bailiffgate Museum
1st Tuesday in month 7.30 pm
Contact: Dudley George
alnwickbranch@ndfhs.org.uk
No meetings in January or 
February
6 JUN A Dram for you Family 
Wake?: Ian Roberts
4 JUL Whitley Bay, once a Family 
Favourite: Barry Mead
5 SEP Ballooning Families: 
Jennifer Dalton

BELMONT BRANCH 
(DURHAM)
Belmont Community Centre
Sunderland Road
Gilesgate Durham DH1 2LL
3rd Wednesday in month 1 pm
Contact: John Balmer
durham-belmontbranch@ndfhs.
org.uk
21 JUN Visit TBA
19 JUL  Snooping on Snaps: Julian 
Harsop
20 SEP  Lindisfarne Yesterday and 
Today: Mike Duffy
  
BLYTH BRANCH 
Briardale Training and 
Community Centre 
Briardale Road Cowpen Estate
Blyth NE24 5AN
3rd Tuesday in month 7 pm
Contact: Carol Trinder
blythbranch@ndfhs.org.uk
No meetings in July or August
20 JUN AGM & Researching the 
history of your home: Trish Jones

LONDON BRANCH
Society of Genealogists
14 Charterhouse Buildings
Goswell Road
London EC1M 7BA
Contact: David Brown
londonbranch@ndfhs.org.uk
8 JUL      2.30 The Bold, the Brave 
and the Bad: Freda Thompson 
followed by AGM
11 NOV 2.30 Mining Families: 
Eirwen Palmer

NEWCASTLE BRANCH
Room 3
Brunswick Methodist Church
Northumberland Court
Newcastle NE1 7BJ
1st Wednesday in month 2 pm
Contact: Kevin Riley
newcastlebranch@ndfhs.org.uk
7 JUN A Scottish Soldier in 
Wellington’s Army: Wendy 
Stafford
6 SEP Blaydon & Ryton: John 
BOOTHROYDE

NORTH 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
BRANCH
Bell View Resource Centre
33 West Street
Belford NE70 7QF 
3rd Saturday in month 10 am  
Contact: Valerie Glass
north.northumberlandbranch@
ndfhs.org.uk
No meetings in June, July or 
August 

SOUTH TYNESIDE BRANCH
St Hilda’s Visitor Centre
Market Place
South Shields NE33 1AN
3rd Wednesday in month 1 pm
Contact: Gerry Langley
southtynesidebranch@ndfhs.
org.uk
21 JUN Branch Visit: Venue TBA

TYNEDALE BRANCH
Community Centre Gilesgate
Hexham NE46 3NP
2nd Thursday in month 7 pm 
Contact: Susanne Ellingham
tynedalebranch@ndfhs.org.uk
8 JUN  Mills, Mines, Foundries & 
Factories. The Ouseburn 1650-
1850: Michael Greatbatch
13 JUL Members Forum: 
Travelling ancestors – Passenger 
records and other sources of 
information
14 SEP Members Forum: How we 
lived before technology took over

WANSBECK BRANCH
Pegswood Community Hub 
Longhirst Road Pegswood
Morpeth NE61 6XG
1st Wednesday in month 1.30 pm
Contact: Wendy Stafford
wansbeckbranch@ndfhs.org.uk 
7 JUN Members Forum: 
Memories of Primary School plus 
A Rogues Gallery of Early Photos
5 JUL William Henry Hurlbutt: 
Ann Franklin

Branch Secretaries are requested to send details of meetings and any changes to their programme to 
the Editor for inclusion in the Journal by the published deadline for the next issue


