
MINUTES OF THE TRUSTEES MEETING
HELD VIA ZOOM

ON TUESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 2PM (9/2020)
 
PRESENT: Joyce Jackman (Chairman), Douglas Burdon, Richard Calasca, Niamh Cunningham, 

John Heckels, John Ward, Dudley George, Ann Franklin
               
APOLOGIES: Rhoda Lee, Glenice Reed

9.1 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (10.3.20)
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th March 2020 were accepted as a true record –
proposed by Richard Calasca, seconded by Niamh Cunningham and signed by the Chairman
Joyce Jackman.

9.2 MATTERS ARISING
With regard to Item 2.3, the Chairman confirmed the wiring check at the centre in PH was 
carried out on the 8th June 2020.

9.3 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
In support of the continued governance of the Society, the Chairman confirmed the 2019
accounts  had been circulated to all  of  the Trustees  by  email.   The accounts  have been
approved by the Trustees and signed by the Chairman on the 26 th April 2020. Throughout
the “lockdown” period, contact has been maintained with the Trustees by telephone, email
and zoom meetings, and the Minutes of such meetings have been circulated to the Trustees.
This  is  the first  full  meeting of  the Trustees  by zoom and,  as it  is  imperative contact  is
maintained,  meetings  will  continue  to  be  held  by  zoom  until  such  times  as  current
restrictions are lifted.

Sanitisation methods put in place within Percy House appear to be working well and the
Chairman thanked the Secretary for his help in acquiring all of the equipment needed.  It is
with regret it has been necessary to again postpone the AGM because of new Government
restrictions and the increasing cases of  the Covid virus.   The Re-location Committee are
meeting on the 16th September to view 2 potential rental properties located in Newcastle
City centre. 

The Chairman subscribed to a free Family History Federation meeting which was held via
zoom on the 26th August 2020.

9.4 SECRETARY’S REPORT
Attendances at Percy House during August were 128 of which 105 (82%) were volunteers. It
was confirmed the audited accounts have been sent to the Charities Commission.

9.5 CHANGES TO THE OPENING HOURS AT PERCY HOUSE

1



Following the attendance report, it is proposed that the opening hours should be reduced to
10am-3pm Monday to Thursday and Friday, as it is already, being 10am-1pm.  This will entail
the Volunteers to support mornings from 10am-12.30pm and afternoons 12.30pm-3pm.

9.6 TREASURER’S REPORT
On reviewing the accounts at the end of August, the Treasurer commented that for the same
period  in  2019,  the  expenditure  account  was  showing  a  loss  of  £895  whereas  this  has
increased to a loss of £11,512 in 2020.  There could possibly be ‘timing issues’ which are
contributing to the massive increase as well as an increase in building insurances and the
subscription to Ancestry.

Income year  on year  is  also  down by £9275  being  membership  subscriptions,  sales,  PH
income, day donations etc.  Royalties are substantially down, which is particularly evident
with Genes Reunited, and the matter is under discussion with Find My Past.  

The Treasurer agreed to prepare a brief costing for PH to be distributed to those Trustees
viewing the potential new premises as a cost comparison.  

9.7 MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
No report received.

9.8 EDITOR’S REPORT
As  the  Editor  has  been  dealing  with  the  Stockton  branch  of  Alphagraphics,  when  the  
Business Manager is away, getting the Journal out has been difficult but all should be well 
now.  The PDF version has been sent to Sales & Membership.  An answer is awaited on the 
possibility of Alphagraphics sending out future PDF versions of the Journal to members.  

The present situation has led to many members submitting articles, and consequently there 
is sufficient material for the Winter Journal, with particular thanks to Alnwick Branch.  

 
9.9 NDFHS WEBSITE/IT

The Chairman raised the subject of the recent attacks on the Newcastle and Northumbria
University computer networks and in order to protect ourselves, a 3TB Portable Exterior
Hard Drive is being purchased to back up the data every 5 weeks, the cost of which is £80.
Transcendit  can  back  up  the  system  every  4  weeks  but  this  would  be  at  cost.   It  was
confirmed the back-up hard-drive is kept off the premises and in answer to a question raised
by one of the Trustees, the website is on Word Press.

9.10 OFFICERS REPORTS

A. LIBRARY
Nothing to report.

B. VOLUNTEERS
    The Chairman wished to thank the volunteers for their loyalty and support during what 
    has been a very difficult few months.

C. PROJECTS
     The Wills project has slowed down somewhat because research needs to be done in the
     Libraries, and these are of course currently closed.  Work is in hand on Bamburgh ward.
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     One of the PH Volunteers has done a trial run on digitising the Family Trees which are 
     held in  the filing cabinets and this appears to be working well.  There is a company 
     located in the Bigg Market who can digitise the larger family trees.   Bournmoor & 
     Killingworth MIs have been completed but require final checking by the Federation 
     validation system which is somewhat complex.

D. PUBLICITY
     Publication is still awaited in the Family Tree magazine of an article featuring the Society.  
     It was meant to go in the June issue.

E.   EVENTS
      Both the York and Sunderland Family History Fairs have been postponed until 2021.  The
      Federation will be hosting a virtual fair on the 14th November 2020.   

9.11 BRANCH REPORTS
Below are the reports for those Branches who were able to go ahead with their meetings in 
early March. Due to Government restrictions coming into force in Mid March, all Branch  
meetings were suspended until further notice.

The possibility of holding Branch meetings by zoom and the potential costs of purchasing an 
individual/corporate  subscription  were  discussed  and  this  is  a  matter  for  on-going  
discussion. 

NEWCASTLE
We had 26 present at our March meeting when Prof John Derry delivered as expected a high
quality talk: his subject was the aftermath of the First World War.  Although in recent years 
much has been said about the war very little if anything has been discussed about its impact 
on early and mid-19th century events. He went into much detail as to how it affected four 
major  empires  being  the Russian,  Ottoman,  German and  finally  British.  I  am not  brave  
enough to try and summarise his presentation.  There was no family history relevance but it 
was such a brilliant talk.

NORTH TYNESIDE
16 members enjoyed an amusing talk by Gerry Langley on Irregular Border Marriages. Gerry 
did point out that marriages at  Gretna didn't  begin until  1896 and no couple was ever  
married by the blacksmith. Since then our meetings have been cancelled. 

TYNEDALE
7 members attended on the 12 March to hear a talk by Branch member Barbara Nesbitt on 
the subject of the Freemen of Newcastle upon Tyne.  Barbara is Senior Steward of the  
Shipwrights’ Company of the Freemen of Newcastle upon Tyne.  She began by outlining the 
history of the Freemen of Newcastle and their role in society, and how this role changed 
over the years in the face of social,  political and industrial change.  At a personal level,  
Barbara’s first Shipwright ancestor was her great great grandfather James John Hiscock, who
worked as a shipwright after moving to Newcastle from his native Dorset.  His son John also 
worked  in  a  shipyard  but  Barbara  herself,  her  father  and  her  grandfather  all  became  
hereditary Freemen and members of the Shipwrights’ Company.

The meeting was provided with an insight into why the grazing of cattle on the Town Moor is
essential for the preservation of these open spaces within the city and mentioned that the 
Freemen are Newcastle United’s landlords as well as being responsible for organising The 
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Hoppings.  In terms of resources for Family History research, the Freemen’s records are all 
on paper and can only be accessed by Freemen, although the Tyne & Wear Archive has some
documents,  a  list  of  which  is  available  to  the  wider  public.   Barbara  is  exploring  the  
possibilities for creating digital archive material but is not optimistic about this resource  
being available in a public, searchable form any time soon.

WANSBECK
Meeting held on 4th March when 24 members were present.  Dr Christine Seal talked about 
Domestic Servants in the 19th Century. She looked at some of the great houses and estates 
in the country and in the north she focussed on Wallington, Cragside and Ford. The hierarchy
in the servants' hall was looked at in depth, also the wage structure. There was a great  
difference between the wage of a kitchen maid and that of a housekeeper or steward.  
Sometimes uniform could indicate the role of a servant and photos of staff showed how  
many were needed to run an estate efficiently. Most of us have a Domestic Servant in our 
Family Tree and finding out where they lived and what position they held helps to build up a 
picture of our ancestor.

9.12   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Treasurer raised the issue of substantial postage increases in the USA which may result 
in the Society having to make an additional charge to members in the USA who receive their
Journals issued sent in booklet form rather than by PDF.

The Secretary enquired about the protocol on the selection of new premises and it was 
confirmed the final decision would be by the agreement of all Trustees.

The Fire Officer attended Percy House on Monday 14th September 2020.  Everything is in  
order with the only amendment being that those with mobility issues are to meet in the  
stairwell in the event of a fire.  ‘Social distancing’ does not apply in the event of a fire!!

9.13 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 13th October at 2.00pm via Zoom.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 3.15pm.

Signed as a correct record:

Date:             
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